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FOREWORD,;

As a long timdriend of Professor T. J. Ratliff and as a person interested in the preservation of the
history of DeQuincy in my association with the DeQuincy Railroad Museum, | have always wanted to see the
personal recollections of this fascinating man saved for figemerations.

He began writing a column of remembrances and local history in January 1970DeQbacy News
and theDeQuincy Journal For nearly three years until his death in December 1972, his column was one of the
most read features of these tlwoal newspapers. (The two papers were consolidated inet@eincy News
in 1972.)

Over the years since his death, | collected all of the columns for the benefit of the museum and also w
the intention of putting them in book form. Now with thd af a number of people and organizations this has
become a reality.

| would like to thank the Railroad Museum Board, the DeQuincy Federated Service League and the
Friends of the McNeese Library for helping make this book possible through financiattsaqgbthrough the
preservation of the articles.

| especially wish to thank Kathie Bordelon of the McNeese Archives for all of the help that she gave mi
and al so Mr. R a tDrotliyRiékstts ahd Mrgpbris Blacksvell, aMirtheDeQuincyNewsfor
their permission to reproduce the articles.

Lauretta Fluitt
DeQuincy, La.
March 5, 1992

A

For those wishing to read Mr. Ratliffds Masteros
http://library.mcneese.edu/depts/archive/FTBooks/ratliff. htm
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OBITUARY
T.J. RATLIFF, TEACHER AND HISTORIAN, DIES

A man who had taught three generationDP& Qui ncy Students and who be
hi storiano died at-Kniglton plospitahin Shgevepaltay i n Wi | | i e

T. J. Ratliff, 71, who had taught here 35 years, had undergone surgery in Schumpert Hospital in
Shreveport on Oct. 12.

Fureral services are scheduled for 3:30 p.m., Wednesday, Dec. 6, at the United Methodist Church witt
the Rev. Byrd Terry officiating. Burial will be in Meridian Cemetery in Meridian, Tex., under the direction of
Snider Funeral Home.

Mr. Ratliff was born orMarch 5, 1901 in Valley View, Tex. His family moved to Ada Indian Territory,
now Ada, Okla., in 1904 and moved back to Texas in 1907. He attended school in Decatur through tenth gra
as much as the school offered, and completed two years of high adddwo years of college work at
Decatur Baptist CollegeHe attended Texas Christian University the summer of 1921 and began his teaching
career at Sagerton that fall.

He graduated from Abilene Christian College the summer of 1924 and received lignas f r om
University of Texas in 1933.

His long career as teacher and principal in Calcasieu Parish began in August 1925 when he and Mrs.
Ratliff, the former Catherine Grimes of Meridian whom he married on Christmas Day, 1924 in Hamilton Tex.,
went toH:ayes where he served as principal of the elementary school. He remained at Hayes until 1928 whe
he went to Starks as principal. During his first year there, Starks school was made an approved high school.

In 1933 the Ratliffs moved to DeQuincy whére was high school classroom teacher until his
retirement in 1969. During that time he taught mostly history and Spanish. He also served as assistant princ
at DeQuincy High School during the principalship of M. M. Walker.

He served a total of 48 ges in the teaching profession, 44 of which were in Calcasieu Parish and 35 of
those in DeQuincy.

His love of history was transmitted to the majority of his studamtsmany of them became history
majors in college because of the love of that subjeatgall under Mr . Ratl i ffds te

Mr. Ratliff was a 43year Mason; honorary Rotarian of the DeQuincy Rotary Club; served 25 years as
Church School Superintendent of the Methodist Church; member of the official board of the church 38 years;
Church School @énday School teacher over 45 years.

Professional organizations to which he belonged included Calcasieu Teachers Assn., Louisiana Teack
Assn., National Education Assn. He was atifiee member of the Parefeachers Assn.

An honor bestowed on Mr. Ridit was naming the annual scholarship given to a DeQuincy High School
graduate by the DeQuincy Student Loan Foundation the T. J. Ratliff Scholarship.

For more than three year s, Mr . Ratliff wrote
was vell received by News readers throughout the nation. His articles called to mind many facts or incidents
long forgotten by many; they made fitghe reading for some of the younger generation.

Prior to his retirement in 1969, the high school faculty heddr. Ratliff at open house and a reception
in the home economics department at the school. Approximately 500 students, formeamulgissts
attended the courtesy.

Survivors include his wife; two daughters, Mrs. Dorothy Ricketts of Lakewood, Gald.Mrs. Doris
Blackwell, Shreveport; six brothers, Dennis, Hugh and William Ratliff, all of Haskell, Tex., L. D. Ratliff, Spur,
Tex., David Ratliff, Stanford, Tex., O. B. Ratliff, Lubbock, Tex., three sisters, Mrs. Paul Pearson, Orange, Mrs
Lynn Pace,r., Haskell, and Mrs. Cody West, Goree, Tex.; eight grandchildren and twagaedcthildren.

Honorary pallbearers will be DeQuincy Rotarians, Masons, members of his Sunday School class and
school faculties.



DeQuincy Journallanuary 9 1970
THIS IS THE WAY IT USED TO BE By Mr. T. J. Ratliff

More than once in recent years some student a
ever come to our home football games?0o0
The answer has been, Al don o0 tree bome games o thirfjpea t |

years. o

The only one that I can recall having missed was on Dec. 18, 1942 when the DeQuincy Tigers, coache
by Mat Walker, played Bossier City for the Class A State Championship at DeQuincy. DeQuincy lost.

| had to makememergency trip to West Texas that week and did not return in time for the game.

| have never sat in the stands and watched much more than the last quarter of any home game. The
part of the games | have been on duty either selling or takingkegidi | suppose | have sold tickets to the
third and fourth generations of Tiger fans.

My first knowledge of DeQuincy football games was about 1928 or 1929. My family and | had come u|
from Starks on a Saturday afternoon to shop and have some derkalome.

| was standing in the office of the late Dr. J.B. Robinson on the second floor of the Service Drug Store
buil ding and | ooked out of the window in time to
to the former Orieaniabaseball park on the southwest edge of town.

They were suited out, but whether they had ridden all the way from Merryville on the truck | do not
know.

In 1934 | came to DeQuincy to teach in DeQuincy High School and in addition to classroom téaching
was assigned the job of collecting admissions at football games.

Supt. C.W. Hanchey of the Calcasieu Parish School system was the principal and Otto Roluf was the
coach and there was only one coach.

Those were the times whoe nanedv earlylt hhii nggh wsacsh ofioll o va
di stinctly so. A team was |l ucky to have a fdAprac
and woe to the student who was caught handling t

Armstrong Gum ad Candy Company of Martell, Tenn., had a plan for providing practice balls of all
kinds that was widely used. Any teacher could write the company and they would send the teacher a shipme
of candy bars that invoiced for a little over fourteen dollars.

The students of the school sold the candy atdesg@s per bar and when the candy was all sold the
teacher or coach would remit the amount of the invoice to the company and receive back a football or
basketball. The student who sold the most candyvede prize of some kind, usually a fountain pen, though |
knew one boy who chose a pair of Asil ko hose for

The Armstrong company did such a large business that one struggling sporting goods salesman
wondered out | oud, nfiyl § nt hteheArcrasntdryo rogut sGmmepa or t h

For uniforms the players sometimes furnished part of their own and local merchants or team supporter
helped supply the rest.
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I n some towns the boyobs | er aefuynishiragthe unibodn. adver t

In those days, Grand Avenue went all the way back through the present ElerdentaryHigh campus
and where the present athletic field is and pl ay
(Hardy) Jons, the football team used the pasture as a practice field. No goal posts.

As was mentioned, games were played at the site of the Orieanian Baseballligaskands and the
plank fence around the park were torn down when the Missouri Pacific Linestitised sponsoring the
baseball team and the grounds had been made into a pasture with a barbed wire fence around it.

All games were played in the afternoon, usually on Saturday, but sometimes on Friday. The present fit
was buil d i n derbhW.P.A g with Betodshelpufrom the Police Jury, especially from the
president of the Jury, the late W.E. Holbrook.

At game time the members of the American Legion and the Volunteer Firemen stationed themselves
around the fengpayé¢énskeept t heTlin® writer was stat.i
apron and small change to collect fifteen cents from each student and-twemgnts from each adult. The
ladies of the P.T.A. were there with a tub filled with iced softldrifor sale. Since there were no seats the
spectators lined themselves up along the sidelines and moved up and down the field as the ball moved.

The supporters of the visiting team were on the other side doing the same thing.

About halfime MrHanchey woul d come down to the gate a
as twenty doll ars?o A quick count foll owed. |t
visiting team was paid ten dollars, the referees five dollars andrpee two dollars and fifty centand it was
hoped that there would be enough money to buy lime to line off the field. It did not always turn out that way.
Today, the cost can run around five hundred dollars for a night game.

It was during these yesthat the three Walker brothers came to Calcasieu Parish to coach in the high
schools. The first was M.M. (Mat) Walker who installed football at Sulphur High School. He was followed by
his brother, B.S. Walker, who was coach at Vinton. Johrydhegestof the trio, joined his brothers later.

The Walkers had played football under Coach H.E. Walden (later Colonel) at Louisiana College at
Pinevill e. Col. Waldends Aboyso were in demand
fundamentals of football and they had been taught to play hard, but live and play clean.

Another point in their favor was that it was said they did not have to have a fortune to field a team.
Someone said that one of ttwodoys a piecenoecledred labdayds footlmall |
and turn out a good team.

This last was important during the Great Depression. Mat Walker, father of the present head coach,
Rolly Walker, left coaching for a time to work for the Matheson Alkali Companggldition to coaching he
was a chemistry teacher, but after a short time he returned to coaching as coach at DeQuincy about 1936.

He wasmade principal at DeQuincy in 1942, but continued his coaching until his illness in 1944 forced
him to stop.

He diedlate in May of 1945. The rest is known to all but the very youngest Tiger fans.
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DeQuincy Newslanuary 14, 1970

DEQUINCY 1T EARLY TIMES This Is The Way It Used To BE

It was 1928, the | ast full year «afshtehhe di Cmoltih
Depression. o

The last T model had been made in 1926, there was not a 1927 Ford, and in the words of a popular sc
AHenry Made A Lady Out Of Lizzie, 0 by bringing o

Rudolph Richard would evenlend youthemey t o make the fAidown paym
good credit rating.

The Abdallas were telling their customersttthe 1929 Chevrolet would be a six. Ford was to answer
with Als it cylinders or performance that you wa

Younger people may not know that the famous A model was made for only four years. By 1931 Calvir
Langton Sr., a Richard salesman, was to tell thi

During the early twenties6 t heElaAma wharaideadB. i n
Logan by profession a chemical engineer, had the idea of blasting out the old pine stumps left over from the
lumber industry and extracting pine oil, turpentine, rosin and other products from them.

He brought with him sme young men who shared his dream. Such men as Harry L. Smith and R.L.
Douglas, who helped design the original Acme plant, and others who were to join him later were the Hanberr
brothers, William and Mertz, F.E. Hall, E.G. Vinson and George Lemeridéla®r were to come Willis and
Arthur Satcher, H.N. Warren, Ralph Carrol and E.J. Vorman.

It would be impossible to name all of the men who for almost forty years contributed to the economic,
social, political and religious life of DeQuincy.

Some ofthem are still with us, still active after nearly a half century. It should not be forgotten that in
its early years, fAthe planto was al most a manos
Smithés secretary.

This writer believes thatome graduate student of history or economics could find ample material for a
Masterds Thesis or perhaps a Doctor al Di ssertat.i
nickname of AStump Cityo and catJbadd PheehiSghmepchb

On the south side of town the New Orleans, Texdsd\dexico Railway (alias The Frisco, alias The Gulf
Coast Lines, alias the AMOPO) had its Division O
and in the officesauld be found men and women workers from almost every railroad in the United States and
Mexico. To name a very few there were Mr. Chitwood from the Santa Fe, Mr. Tuck from the Katy, Mr.
Rembert from the Orient, Mr. Henry Kroger Sr., Mr. Charles Wilricth lin. Irwin from the National Railways
of Mexico. There were dozens of others equally worthy of mention.

Supt. Kendall of the Missouri Pacific was an ardent baseball fan and sponsoreepacseam, the

Orl eaneans, made up o frdingk@e kate B3InGdoleyyometime priticipal of thec ¢ o
DeQuincy schools and no mean baseball player himself, beat the New York Giants in a preseason game.
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A delegation from the DeQuincy Chamber of Commerce, accompanied by Mayor Phares, Judge Bryce
Rudolph Richard, Mr. Delouche, Dr. Robinson, The Orleanean Band, and many others, came to Starks over t
newly graveled Evangeline Highway (now Highway 12) and made speeches inviting us (the writer was the ne
principal at Starks High School) to come to D&y and shop at any time without fear of getting stuck on the
road if it rained.

Someone remarked that if the State could be persuaded to gravel the road from Starks to the Sabine ¢
if someone could be persuaded to put in a ferry, we could then Iskeetaut to Beaumont and Orange. It all
came to pass and for 50 cents the ferryman would ferry a car across the river with no extra charge in the sarmn
car returned the same day.

Lunita was a thriving LutcheMoore sawmill town with Mr. Lewis as supeténdent. There was the
mill, of course, a |l arge company store which sol
grade with those above being transferred to Starks.

The LutchefMoore Company had a tramline known as the Sallled, River and Gulf Railway which
ran from Nibbets Bluff to Fal, La. Dr. C.E. Price was the doctor for the company, but he did outside practice.
As far as the writer knows, there was not church at Lunita at that time. (Apologies to the memories of any
devoted Men of God who, unknown to the writer, brought the Good News to Lunita.)

Down at Starks the school was in the process of being accepted by the State Department of Educatior
an approved High Schoahd the first senior class was @Xcited overlass rings and the prospect of diplomas
in the spring of 1929.

D.D. Blue was carrying on his gum turpentine operation and the firm of Ristom Pridgen was about to
come to Starks to start their logging operations.

At Cupples, one mile or so west8farks, big George Kingrey was operating a logging front for the
Long-Bell Lumber Company. Cupples also had a store, managed by Mr. Sessions with Charles Carlson as
bookkeeper.

The hotel was managed by Mr. and Mrs. Burleson. Dr. A.A. Kidd was therdbetalso did outside
practice. Mr. Jines was the woods foreman and M
logs to the mill at DeRidder.

Times were good and a young fellow could get a job if he really wanted to work, maybe tite job
he wanted, but still a job and who could blame him if he hummed to himself the words of the popular song:
Al 6m going to build a |ittle hut,
In Loveland for me and my gal.
For two or three or more,
I n Loveland for me and my gal . o

Besidesper haps, the Calcasieu Building and Loan v
and some said thdthe had a good credit record the association would include the price of a new car in the
house mortgage. Or you could go see Mr. Bill (Pej)kinsat t he bank about the dh

Who, but a few eastern economists, they were all pessimists anyhow, could foresee, that all this woulc
end within a year or so after Coolidge told Amer
1928.0

What happened after that is another story.
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DeQuincy Journallanuary28, 1970

DEPRESSION
President Coolidge refused to explain or a
President in 19280 and no o nadysatisfactdrgreason foahss stitesmerm. a

Some of the explanations which have been offered are:

He wanted to test his strength with the leaders of the Republican Party to see if they would start a dratf
movement in his favor.

He was a i clearmnabhdrwanted to gedawaytfrom the White House.

The tragic death of his teenage son, Calvin Jr., from an infected blister on his heel removed all the joy
the presidency.

He foresaw the depression and did not want to be in power when it happ€herk i§ a good story
about this which space does not permit giving at this time.)

The Republican Party took him at his word and nominated Secretary of Commerce Herbert Hoover. It
was thought that he could use his engineering training and administogiseesce to operate the government
as he had in his own highly successful professional career.

The Democrats met in Houston and nominated Go
strikeso on him from t he f onrwastafailure®rdshpuldwe repealed; hdeas
from New Yorkand midwestern and southern democrats, some with old Populist memories and leanings, just
did not I|ike the connotation of AThe Sidewal ks o
Prots t ant s were just not ready to trust a Catholic
acquaintance told his congregation in all sincerity that if Gov. Smith were elected that the Pope would move t
New York and dictate the policies of tReesident.

Mr. Hoover carried forty of thefortg i ght st ates, breaking the fso
Reconstruction. He took office in March of 1929
downo on the Cooévegl phespdoovegr tDepression. 0

Explanations of the causes ran all the way from sun spots to the wrath of God, and some rather
complicated economic, social, and political theo
bust 0 s watlg andithabspcalism was the only cure. Labor said that Capital had been selfish and had
not shared the profits of the business with labor and that the working man could not afford to buy the product:
of his own labor and surplus goods piled up, legdo shutdowns in production. Others said that it was the
widespread speculation in the stock market on the ten percent margin system. (Known to younger American
the Addownpaymentlay away plaro )

To the writer, the first local evidence that sonmeghwas wrong was when the larger employers in the
StarksLunita area began to close down or curtail operations. The Gulf company at the Starks field reduced it
force to a skeleton crew of pumpers and gagers. Lubdbere at Lunita, after the mill fireclosed down
completely. Mr. Lewis returned to Orange, as did Mr. Smith, the store manager.
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Dr. and Mrs. Price moved to Starks where he opened a drug store and did local practice. Mr. and Mrs
Bright, the shipping foreman, moved away. Their daughteta later married the brother of Dr. L.A. Stagg
Jr. The store, the hotel, the school and the post office were all closed down and the building wrecked.

The residences were sold, to be moved from company land. Lunita was supposed to be dead without
hope of resurrection.

Long-Bell closed down Cupples. Mr. and Mrs. Kingrey retired to their ranch near Gillis. Mr. and Mrs.
Jines, with their bevy of aubuimaired daughters and one son, moved away, that is, &lset who married
Robert Burch, just tarned from the Navy where he was a machinist.

Dr. Kidd had returned to north Louisiana earlier and Dr. Price took over theR&lhgractice until his
death to be followed by Dr. W.G. Hart. Dr. Hart died while at Starks and is buried in the Milleet€sm

People at Starks had never been able to persuade the electric power company to extend their lines frc
Starks oil field to Starks until Ristom & Pridgen decided to build an electric planer mill. No sooner was the mi
in operation than it wasiped out by fire and never rebuilt, but Starks people now had electricity and were able
to dispense with their Delco plants.

At DeQuincy the laiebff employeeofNewport, t he AMOPO and ot her
experiences to feed themses$. Subsistence farming and home gardening became popular. At one time the
Police Jury furnished free garden seed to all who wanted it.

Local communities were asked to organized relief associations where neighbor helped neighbor. In
DeQuincythe Assacat i on was managed by Ral ph Vandiver, a
office in the former National Department Store building on the now vacant lot near the picture show. Anyone
who had surplus food, clothing or anything that someonelamé was asked to bring it to Mr. Vandiver who
saw that it reached those who needed it. Later
remembered that Mr. Vandiver wasionpaid volunteer who frequently used his own pickup to haul tbego

Then there was that group of dedicated DeQuincy women, it is impossible to name them all, so none ¢
named, who each school day made the rounds of the business section soliciting meat, bread, vegetables anc
to be used in supplying food to thergry pupils. They took the supplies to the third floor of the old Middle
Building (burned in 1943) where they prepared whatever they could from the supplies available, generally sol
or stew. Any student who chose was welcome, without charge, to cahmelprhimself. Later it was revealed
that for many students it was the main meal of the day, without which they could not have remained in schoo

It would take a book to tell the full story of the heartbreak and tragedy of these times, which are
memores to older citizens and history to their children and grandchildren. In spite of the mournful tones of
AiBrother, Can You Spare A Dimeo most people kept
situation were common.

Perhaps in a later columve shall tell in more detain some of the stories of what happened before the
Hoover administration and later the Roosevelt administration took steps to deal with the situation.
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DeQuincy JournalFebruary4, 1970

DAYS OF DEPRESSION

AWHAT THESEERI DS NEGOOD DOSE OF DEPRESSI ON! 0
be wishing on AThese (OUR) Kids. o0

It was Monday morning, the school bus stopped to unload. A small figure, recognized by the writer as

the son of a widow with several children, approachiedir . Ratliff, do you know
to eat? All we have had since Friday was an ol d
It was | ate in the afternoon. Several justf wus

talking. A man, known to all of us as a man who worked when work was available, came in, started to speak
hesitated and burst into tears. His explanation was that his family had not had anything to eat the day before
He had left home that morrgrio try to find a job, anything, that would enable him to buy some food. He had
not found it. He said that he could not again face his children and tell them there was no food. The group in
store made up a collection that enabled him to take haomegé food for one day perhaps, but could offer no
permanent solution to his problem.

The writer was on the way to the post office
drugstore, office and home when the doctor called him in and said somegh | i ke t hi s, fASor
done. | go out into the woods, or up and down the river to see children who are said to be sick and find there
nothing wrong with them excefitat they are just plain hungry, slowly starving to death. The Red Sross
going to have a representative in Vinton tonight
see if they have anything to offer about the pro
a fund raising campaign in Vintoorfthe relief of drought stricken farmers in Arkansas. The reply of the
mayor of Vinton was a classic in invective of refusal.

Men in DeQuincy, who a short time ago had bee
gal 60, ntolwe moalndes unable to meet the payments on
ridiculously low by modern standards. The Calcasieu Building and Loan Association and other mortgage
holders were forced to foreclose on the houses. Married couglg@gehntly with children, were forced to move
in with the parents of one or the other of the couple, because the parents at least had their house paid for. A
phrase for it was coined Adoubling up. 0 ncomb@mmewr i
from an aged mother, who was a Confederate widow and received a small check each month from the state
Confederate Pension Fund. Remember, this was be

Jobs! Letds see! Cage&Csons, Pmyett ahd, Careoly wais speratidg alGylf h i
station where the B&B Café is now. Among their competitors was Charles Reid, who ran a Standard station
acioss the street, whetiee UHaul trailers are kept now. Mr. Chitwood was trying to sell insurance
someone said that Mr. McCullough was selling washing machines, if he could find anyone with enough mone
to buy one. It was some time before the writer found out that all of these gentlemen were MOP engineers wt
had been laid off. The Nick Knightiree generations of them, were operating a dairy east of town and facing
completion from the fione cowodo dairies alll over t
when the MOP needed him.

Out at the Newport the supervisory force and safithe more essential salaried men were still there,
but salaries were cut to a minimum. (Someone mentioned $50 a month, but | do not vouch for that.) About t
only sign of activity was in the boiler room where Mr. E.G. Vinson, with a skeleton cepivug enough steam
to operate the electric generators and the firefighting equipment. The only stump trucks running were those
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hauling fuel wood to the boiler room. They fired with pine knots. Women who had wash to hang out anxious
looked to see whitway the Newport smoke was blowing before they hung out their laundry. They sometimes
wrung their hands in despair after they had wrung the clothes.

Dr. Price charged $30 for delivery of a baby, including pre and post natal care, if you could afford it
otherwise whatever the parents could afford or nothing if they could pay nothing. The writer saw Dr. Hart
examine a patient and furnish him the medicine, all for 50 cents. Dr. Robinson would make you a set of teett
for about $50 including the extraati®. Other doctors charged about the same, or whatever you could pay.

A mechanic by the name of Norris Phillip Corry and later EImer Beird would woylour car for an
hour and charge perhaps 50 cents or nothing if you had nothing and were in setbu®ther workmen did
the same.

The highest salary for high school teachers w
$124 per month for nine months of the year. There was no extra pay for advanced degrees. Beginning
elementary teachevgith two years of college work received $70 per month. There were plenty of applicants.
The high school curriculum was cut to the most meager offerings. Cadet Robert Smith of LSU, now General
Robert Smith, was to write home to the DeQuincy News askirepMdeQuincy High School would wake up
and start offering second year algebra. He needed it in his classes at LSU.

Banks: They said you could not sleep at night for the noise of the banks closing their doors. The write
was personally acquainted witlvo businessmen who committed suicide in despair.

Ministers: They were paid whatever their congregation could and would pay. The DeQuincy Methodis
Church paid about $1,500 per year when the Official Board (I was a member of the board) could raise the
money. Other churches paid about the same.

I n 1945 some wag wrote on the side of a boxca
Hoover when you could buy 10 pounds of beans for

Some equally waggish emorker wrote under the above fi Y e s ,intheiHellhadzth® cent s ? 0
Perhaps the Akidso and their n do need

parents
depression can be equally bad. A fidose of depre
5,000 of your kids, at all ages, are scattered all over the world. My kids, too.
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DeQuincy NewsFebruaryll, 1970

DAYS OF DEPRESSION AND THE NEW DEAL

President Hoover was a great engineer and a great humanitarian, but he was also a conservative
Republican with serious doubts about the legality and morality of spending public money on direct relief to
individuals. Consequently, little was done during his administration abut direct aid to the millions of
unemployed workers and hard pressed farmers Amer i cans wer e assured that
AROUND THE CORNERO, but somehow we just could no
renominated him in 1932.

The Democrats nominated Gov. Franklin D. Roosevelt of New York and forpveseden, Speaker of
the House John Nance (Cactus Jack) Garner of Uvalde, Texas. They ran on the platform that the depressior
could be cured and that the Democrats could and would do something about it. The writer recalls hearing Mr

Roosevelt deliveraspeedhy r adi o, i n which he said something
what to do about the farmerds plight or they wi/l
Secretary of Agriculture who will know whattodoandWw |l do it . o That appoint

whose efforts to deal with the farm problem were the beginning of the allotment programs and others still in
use.

About the first step taken by Pres. Roosevelt on March of 1933 was an executive ordgratldsinks
until they could be examined to see which ones would reopen. This included, of course, the Vinton and
DeQuincy Branches of the old Calcasieu National Bank. Deposits were frozen and people caught with no ca
on hand were hard pressed. Altts of substitutes for cash were used. The writer recalls that a check written
to the V. Clark Filling Station of Starks, when it was cashed and returned in the statement, it had about ten
signatures of endorsement because it had passed from hand tixéaadh. In a few days some of the banks
over the nation reopened. Some DeQuincy people used a DeRidder Bank, or the First National at Lake Chat
while Starks people generally used a bank at Orange, Texas. The writer still has the large, theeto¢he
sheet, check book which he used from a bank up in the Bosque Valley of Texas.

AS rapidly as possible, Congress passed laws establishing the variously initiated work project system:
the CWA, PWA, WPA, AAA, CCC, NYA and a long list of otherson® of them, notably the Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation, are still in existence. Most of the roads which were built, paving put down, trees
planted, college and school buildings, hospitals, athletic fields, parks, and other things are s#liusedail

The writerés first contact with any of these
approached him and asked him if there was any work around the Starks School which a middle aged Negro
woman could do. She was soon set to work helping @e®egwick, the school janitor, with the numerous
little jobs for which he did not have time and were not being done. Later a sewing room was established in tt
old auditorium of the school where some unemployed women, using sewing machines borrowkd flomé
Economics Department of the school and from W.C.
surplus commodities, made clothing for the students. There may be some mothers and grandmothers in Sta
who can remember Miss Merle Whitmangrammar school teacher, who went to Lake Charles and obtained
donations of remnants of lovely material from the dry goods merchants from which the girls, with the help of
Miss Whitman, Mrs. Gillie Cole, who was the Home Economics teacher, and othersomad beautiful
garments for themselves.

For unemployed men there were CWA, PWA, and WPA, at different times. They were building roads,
paving streets, laying sidewalksuilding schools and etc. In the foyer of one of the original buildings at
McNeeseState College is a bronze plaque stating that the building was built by a WPA Grant, sponsored by tli
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Calcasieu Parish Police Jury, of which W.E. Holbrook was president. Out at Ragley one of the older building
of the present school complex was builpart at least by a WPA Grant. In Ward Five of Calcasieu Parish,
gangs of men under the leadership of such men as George Ristom, Charles Van Meter and others, whose n¢
do not come to mind, built roads. These were also sponsored by the Police JiRgheithPinder and Levi

Hyatt, at different times as Jurors from Ward Five.

In Dequincy Mayor H.C. Pugh and the Town Council started the movement to get some streets paved
and some sidewalks built. Most of the older asphalt paving still in use was pubgidhe WPA. The School
Board, with T.E. McNamarra as School Board Member from Ward Six, in cooperation with the Police Jury,
W.E. Holbrook Police Juror from Ward Six, sponsored the building of the original athletic field at DeQuincy
High School.

Younge men and boys worked in the Civilian Conservation Corps planting trees and buildiagédse |
through already existing forests. We are now reaping the benefits of their work. Still other young men and
women attended college under National Youth Adniatgn scholarships. Space does not permit the
mentioning of the names of these young people, but some, whose names are recalled, graduated from collec
and are nowilling valuable and honorable positions in the business and professional life of theuodgn
state and nation.

A great deal has been said and written about
| eaf raking and fiboondogglingo, just plain | oafi
programs, buthekda a figrand stand seato at a | ot of 1t | o

things existed it is the opinion of this writer they can be largely blamed on the local authorities who did not ple
any useful work for the projects.

Suddenlyall of this was to end by an event on a bright Sunday morning at a faraway place millions of
Americans never heard 6fPEARL HARBOR!
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DeQuincy NewsFebruaryl9, 1970

THEN THE WAR CAME

It was September 1939 and the Nazis had started their atté&iamd and the British had announced
that they would help the Poles.

C.W. Hanchey, Principal of the DeQuincy High School, and | were in the office of the old high school
building looking at a map and wondering how the British could possibly help the Poteoff from direct
contact with the sea as they were. | doubt that either of us foresaw a second world war in which air power
would be a deciding factor.

The overwhelming sentiment of the American people and the policy of the Roosevelt adnoinistrat
favored neutrality. As the tempo and scope of the war increased a vague feeling of uneasiness began to be f
America and the president used the phrase fdarsen

There was a growing feeling that perhapsweé hab et t er borrow the motto
Prepared. o The National Guard was mobilized and
People in this area began to hear talk of building such places as Camp Polk, Camp Clagrome,

Beauregard, the shipyards at Orange and Beaumont and the synthetic rubber plant at Lake Charles and othe
Afdefense industries. 0

The Newport and the AMOPO began to call back
Someone said that there svsuch a demand for workers to build Camp Claiborne that if you knew the
difference between a saw and a hammer you could get a job as a carpenter.

Strange young men in uniform began to appear on the streets and in the churches and DeQuincy boy:s
like Hardd Nichols, George Cockerham, Paul Joffrion, and Lucien Johnson and a long list of others began to
disappear from DeQuincy and surrounding communities.

THE FIRST JEEP

One day a strange |l ooking vehicl e, rdniotthe highe w
school campus during the noon hour. We all rushed out to see it and to wonder about the tree branches whic
were tied over it. We older ones who could remember World War | told the younger ones that it was
Afcamoufl age. 0

About that timeCaptain Purcell, in civilian life a lawyer, came to town and began to interview land
owners in Beauregard and Calcasieu parishes about agreeing for their land to be sued by the Army for
somet hing called fimaneuvers. 0 addas vdluateecduideyand spbosori
for the captain. Most of the land owners agreed for the land to be used.

Then one day there appeared at the school office a tall, blonde young man dressed in Army uniform w
a sergeant 6 s c heveeorfosr othar oogsimpmiforin. eHe intboguced himself as a member
of Company E, 109Engineers, 34 Division of the Dakota National Guard in training at Camp Claiborne.

He asked if he and his men might bivouac in the school gymnasium while they carsome
preliminary work on some of the bridges and culverts in the area. Permission was readily granted and that w
our first introduction to the men of Company E,
DeQuincy people.
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In a shot time the entire company commanded by Captain Hicks set up theiotetiite school campus
in front of the gymnasium and started to work building and repairing roads. They had much heavy equipmen
trucks, plows, scrapers, a road grader and mobile air compressor which furnished power for their saws and o
tools. Theyaong men spoke of #dAfar away places with str a
some as the hometown of Wild Bill Hickock and Deadwood Dick), Spearfish, snow and winter sports, strange
to our southern sports, strange to our southern eaesy mantioned working in the Homestead Gold Mine and
mentioned that their captain was a mining engineer in civilian life. They told us that E Company was the elite
of the regiment, and we believed them and since we had no National Guard unit at DeQuaictyraé we
adopted them and they us.

INDIANS

Among them were several Sioux Indians. One of the Sioux was a lieutenant of whom it was whisperet
t hat he was one of the hereditary chiefs whoatkne
Little Big Horn in 1876. The secret location was supposed to be passed on from father to son and never
revealed to anyone except a few chiefs. If the lieutenant really knew about the flags he kept the secret well.

Perhaps the most conspicuoustS i oux was A Geroni mo, 0 r evada namé
veritable giant in size. One of the favorite sports in the camp was to see how many ordinary sized men it wol
take to pin Geronimo down. It usually took three or four. The writer saw hkrupia plow and put it into a
truck by himself, a task that usually took at least two men.

The medical officer who accompanied the company was Captain Owen, M.D., who practiced in Rapid
City in civilian life. Captain Owen was of Norwegian ancestry.

While Company E was here DeQuincy people had th
who came down for a visit. While here she had a room at the W.T. Smiths, the parents of H.L. Smith,
Superintendant of the Newport plant.

The elder Smiths livedt ahe corner of McNeese and Third Streets in the house now owned and

occupied by the Del aneys. DeQuincy shared Mrs.
shortly after the company returned to its base at Camp Claiborne.

21



DeQuincy NewsFebruary25, 1970

BASKETBALL AND THE R ALLY

Recently the Lake Charles AmericBnr e ss carri ed under its fAFifty
of a basketball game between the Westlake and DeQuincy High School boys at Westlake with the DeQuincy
teamwinning 86. Some of the present day students of the DeQuincy High School were astonished at the low
score. Time did not permit an oral explanation of the probable reason for such low scores, which were not
unusual at that time. | did not see that gattir game, but the following may be a partial explanation for such
low scores.

At that time basketball was not a highly developed scientific game, nor were there elaborate
gymnasiums, the carefully designed equipment and well trained coaches as are, less, commonplace
today.

In 1920 probably the only gymnasium in southwest Louisiana was at Lake Charles High School. Ed
Bredehoeft, however, said that he could remember playing at Lake Charles High a little later than 1920 and t
Lake Charles Higldid not have a gymnasium. High school teams played outside on dirt courts which might be
sandy, rocky, clay or whatever type of soil existed on the school campus. There was no uniformity. The
backboards were made of shiplap or one by twelve inch luarzemight be rough or smooth, painted or not,
steady or shaky. The iron goal rings might or might not be the regulation nine feet from the ground. If a tean
went to play on another coute visitors were expected to accept the conditions as they whoaitv
compl aint . There was |l ittle chance of a player

The team was made up of high school boys, even the eligibility requirements were not very rigid, who
were willing to spend their recess and noon periods and perhapstanitiafter school practicing. The
uniforms usually consisted of a shirt, a pair of short pants, some socks and rubber soled shoes. Sometimes .
player might wear some knee pads. If the school could afford it there were generally two balls, the pfiactice b
and the game ball. The game ball was never used except at matched games with another school.

The Coach, who was also usually the Principal, was likely to be the only man on the faculty. He may ¢
may not have played basket ball himself indtigdent days. His only equipment was likely to be a rule book, a
whistle and the willingness to spend some of his time working with the team. Sometimes there was not muct
that he could really teach the boys about the finer points of the game.

Most gamesvere played on Friday afternoon after school, or if the distance was too far to travel after
the school day, on Saturday. Before the late twenties not many high schools played football, but played
basketball from September until Spring. With the lorayjlg season schools stood a good chance of
developing a good team by sheer perseverance and hard Aftekthe larger schools started playing football
the smaller schools, due to a longer season and more practice, were usually hard to beat at b@sieetibal
the smaller schools might very well beat the larger schools for the Parish championship.

In Calcasieu Parish there was only one tournament, the RALLY, which was usually held in the early
Spring and moved from school to school from year to ykavas expected that every high school would,
sooner or later, be the host school for the Rally. The Rally was usually held on Saturday and the interest wa:
hi gh and the competition was keen. Wi nnschoay. t he
Somehow it nearly always managed to rain in the late afternoon on the day of the Rally, just before the final
games, both boys and girls, were about to be played. This resulted in a hurried consultation by the Rally
Committee and a vote to cétie principal of Lake Charles High School, after they built a gymnasium, to
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request permission to use their gym for the final games. The Lake Charles Board had one iron clad rule, the
parish Rally Committee must employ a policeman to be on duty all dilmengame. The Rally paid him. If all

the arrangements were made and it was decided to move to Lake Charles, players, coaches, officials, princif
and spectators all piled into cars and drove to Lake Charles.

Girls also played on dirt court, which wdiwided laterally into three equabnes. There were six
players to a girlodos team, two forwards, who made
center. The jumping center was usually the tallest member of the team, one who cmgdrmked upon to tap
the ball to the running center when there was a toll up at center after each goal. The guards were expected t
use all legal means to prevent the opposing forwards from scoring. It was a technical foul for a player to cros

thelinei nt o anot her zone. The girlsbé costumes wer e
stockings, a blouse known as a fimiddi eo, because
Midshipmen of the Navy. Some girlteamsabet ed t hat they played by boys
girl sé teams in Calcasieu became so keen that me

some of the doctors the School Board passed a regulation prohibitingdhter ganes for girls. So far as |
know that regulation has never been repealed.

In the late twenties the Board began to employ young men who had played basketball in college and
were trained coaches. Some of them were: The Walker Brothers, C.W. Hancheywly,El.M. Boyet, J.M.
Metzger, Pete ik o0 n James Kent and Jesse Verret. Dr . Wa
Science of B adadkawitdexcaculdtian,andwmtuenced the style of play. Gymnasiums were built,
DeQuincy in 187, basketball moved inside and became the highly skilled, high scoring, scientific, generally
night game that it is today. Some night games were played outside with a string of lights down the middle of
the court. | have a couple of pictures of the l&aeams, boys and girls, for the Year 1931 with Mr. Jesse
Verret as Coach of the boys and his wife, the late Mrs. Jacquelyn Kidd Verret, as coach of the girls.
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DeQuincy NewsMarch 5 1970

CATTLE INDUSTRY STOR Y

Since Europeans first came to soutbtMeouisiana there have been cattle in the area, but not like the
cattle exhibited by the-# Club and FHA members at the live stock show on the McNeese College campus this
past week.

Until about forty years ago most of the cattle locally were smalipdgrand running mostly to legs and
horns with few signs of any certain breeding. There were some evidences of Brahman, Shorthorn, and Heref
blood in some animals and some families and dairies owned some fairly good Jerseys, however.

Because of the fer tick there was little market for beef cattle outside of the tick country, since tick
infested cattle could not be shipped into ficlean
butchers for home consumption.

There is a story tde effect that the big lumber companies sent men out armed with rifles to shoot dowi

surplus range cattl e. One Acattlemanod told me t
When | asked for an explanation, he said that his catdgesl onto the track and when they were killed, the
company paid for them. It was al most useless to

territory and had a certain amount of inherited immunity to tick fever. The one exception sebméukcto
Brahmas (bos indicus).

DIPPING PROGRAM

About 1930 the USDA and the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and Immigration started a progran
of compulsory dipping of all cattle. Dipping vats were built and range riders were hired to seectideall
were dipped on a regular schedule of about three weeks.

As each animal came out of the vat a splash of paint was put on the right hip. The color was changed
from one dipping day to another and the owners name and the number of head dippecondd.réf the
owners failed to dip the samn@mberof cattle the next time he was liable to receive a call from the range rider
asking for an explanatior(This happened to me.)

As soon as an area was declared free of ticks a quarantine fence wasdailly cattle that had been
freshly dipped could cross the line. There was such a fence at Starks along the KCS track with a cattle guarc
just across the track on the Vinton road.

SWIFT PLANT

About the same time Swift & Co. built a modern packitempin Lake Charles and announced they
would buy any animal strong enough to walk up in the chute to the top floor of the building, where the killing
floor was. With the ticks under control and a ready market it became profitable to raise cattlst satrfe
people complained about the trouble of dipping a
by the authorities caused them to see the light.

At first most of the cattlemen followed the practice of buying well bred beef typedudh as Hereford,

Shorthorn, Angus and the various Brahma crosses. Some of the dairymen, Hardy Jones and Nick Knight dai

among these, brought in some high quality Jersey bulls also to improve their herds. W.E. Holbrook imported

milking shorthorn fom Texas. | recall seeing at the Beauregard Parish Fair about 1935 an interesting exhibit.
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In adjoining stalls were a pure bred Devon bull, a common range cow and the calf fymair.thEhe
Improvement in one generation was impressive.

4-H ANIMALS

Under the leadership of County Agriculture agents C.C. Collet, Carrol McCall, and John E. Jackson an
assistant agents like Joe Bond and others in Calcasieu Parish and the agents in Beauregard Parish, the loca
leaders and Vocational Ag. teachers athoparishes,-4H Club and FHA members began to buy, raise and
exhibit pure bred calves and other stock at the parish fairs and other stock shows.

A model stock farm was established on the outskirts of Lake Charles by an oil man whose name is
recalledasi Cot t ono Russel | . He built up a fine herd o
professional herdsman to care for his cattle. The first grand champion calf of the Southwest Louisiana
Livestock Show was a Shorthorn exhibited by the son di¢ngsman. The steer was a beautiful animal and
the young exhibitor did a fine job, but there was some dissatisfaction among the other exhibitors because the
said the young owner had an unfair advantage because of the help of his father.

At DeQuincy, Hoace Lynn Jones, James and Orvil Kimball, Leland Wallace, Carl Pharis and several
others whose names do not come to mind bought and exhibited calves. All were Herefords except Carl Phar
who had Shorthorns.

SWINE PROGRAM

An attempt was made to make @&ncy a Hampshire swine breeding center. Six registered gilts and a
boar were bought from the LSU by John Degreene, George Thompson, the Hoosier brothers, Gilbert, Phillip,
and Leslie; the Clark brothers, Joe and Kenneth, and perhaps some others.

While some good pigs were raised and sold locally and a few were sold to breeders in other parts of tf
state the attempt did not fully succeed because of the lack of pasturage and feed. Later the Hoosier boys we
own some good Durocs. When | see a pitpwthe typical Hampshire white belt | wonder if it could possibly
be a descendant of the LSU stock that the DeQuirtdyCAub imported.

Some of the boys and girls of the DeQuinei £lub carried on poultry projects, using the well known
LSU sand floorkerosene lamp type brooder. This brooder was so simple to build and operate that any club
member could do it.

Cute Hyatt had a flock of New Hampshire Reds and Custer Hodges had some of the famous M. Johns
strain of White Leghorns. Later Jamesimball, (this is machinist James, not the one mentioned above) had
a flock of White Leghorns and Hiine layers. These were not club projects however.

The 4H was once more the largest club in the DeQuincy school and | regret that | cannot recall the
names of all the members and the projects they carried on. Girls were atigesewing and cooking projects
and usually were among the winners at Achievement Day.

Tribute must be paid to the local bank and its manager, Mr. Cruikshank, and theikicakbmen, R.L.

Richard and W.E. Holbrook among others who supported the club members with financial help and
encouragement.
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DeQuincy NewsMarch 11 1970

FIRE AT SCHOOL

It was a Saturday afternoon in the middle of Mat8h3;the 13" comes to me as the exact date. It was
spring, a south Louisiana spring like no other in the world. The cardinals and the mocking birds were
discussing in musical tones their housekeeping arrangements, the azaleas were thinking about blooming anc
some peple had already mowed the grass for the first time. In spite of worries about the boys and girls in the
armed services and the petty annoyances of wartime shortages and rationing, most people were enjoying the
spring. Over on McNeese Street some ljiks were playing, laughing and chattering about such things as are
important to little girls. |was standirgt t he door of the hen house getf
contribution of eggs.

The peacevas suddenly interrupted by the wail of the fsiren. During the war the siren could mean
several different things; a fire, a lost child, the signal for air raid practice drill, or even an actual enemy attack.
Everyone in hearing stopped to count the ward signal blast, the long blast as aaj@merahen one short
blast, and then the long blast again. Ward One, the northeast section of town; people in the other wards sigr
in relief for the moment . Then the little girls
closed the hen house door and ran down the block on Second Street to see the smoke and flame pouring ou
class room on the second floor of the northeast corner of the Middle Building which housed the upper grades
the Grammar School, the Home Econonidepartment of the High School and the cafeteria.

Within a short time Fire Chief George Marcantel and his men arrived, laid their hose and started pouril
water on the fire but it was too late. The rich, heart pine woodwork, the floors had been saaksidde
1914, made the situation ideal for an uncontrollable fire. Principal M.M. Walker soon arrived and since it
looked like the twestory high school building might also burn; he, some others and I, started carrying the
school records from the ofe across McNeese Street to the house now used as a home for the High School
Principal, but then occupied by the Charles Budd family. However, Chief Marcantel and higreable to
prevent the fire from reaching the high school building except for slamage to the window frames on the
north side of the building. Since the wind was from the north the old stucco covered brick building housing th
lower grades was not burned, but it was damaged to some extent and in view of the age of the buikling it wa
decided later to wreck it. It was an eight room, two story building built in 1910; one of the earlier brick school:
in the parish. By night fall it was evident that DeQuincy was without an elementary school plant and somethi
must be done, war or noaw

A hasty conference was held by Supt. H.A. Norton and School Board Member T.E. McNamara,
Principal W.W. Walker and many other interested people and by Monday morning plans were underway to
continue school in whatever buildings were available. Athefchurches who had Sunday School or recreation
space which they could spare offered them to the school, two classes were set up on the lower floor of the
Masonic Hall, screens were built to divide the gymnasium into four class rooms and one wasnd tioetna
of the gymnasium. Two rooms were available in the old Ward School on the west side of town. Miss Mary
Douglass taught her fourth grade section in the old Willrich filling station at the corner of Harrison and Holly
streets. The Home Economicsgagtment under Miss Virgie McCall was moved into the science laboratory of
the High School Building. With surplus equipment from other schools in the parish, some text books from the
veteran teachers like Miss Pearl Jones, Misses Ruth and Elzey Faihars] backed up by some beginners the
school was s oo n The BcdhaolkBoardrbeganuasmake g@lans foréa new building and an election
was called to vote bonds to supplement the insurance payments and in spite of the war time shortages of lab
and material the new building was ready by January 1945.
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How did the fire start? | do not know. The fire was first discovered in the class room above the boiler
room of the steam heating plant. The thermostat on the furnace had been giving sbieebbdue to the
war time shortages it had not been replaced. Just the week before the fire Mike Dunham, who was his father
Charli e Dunhamés helper as janitor, reported tha
time being.

The State Fire Marshall and a representative of the insurance company spent several days in DeQuine
investigating and trying to discover the cause of the fire. They insisted that the fire could not have originated
the boiler room as there was no conmegtioor or other opening between the boiler room and the class room
above. They insisted that the fire had to be of incendiary origin, starting in the class room. At the end of the
week the investigators obt ai ne dfsmafllibysaohel geogpdrom hdre o n
in town and the other from a neighboring community. The boys are said to have stated that they went to the
school and were playing sliding down the old tubular fire escape. They found the door at the top of the tube
open and went into the building. Thdgcided thait would be more furf there was a real fire and without
realizing the danger to the building and themselves they piled up some waste paper in the middle of the roon
and lighted it. The fire soon got cofthand when the egoaked floor ignited. The boys panicked and fled
from the building and the campus without reporting the fire. The actual truth of the matter is known only to th
boys, now grown men. A neighboring woman, on First Street, is supfmbate been the first to see the fire
and report it. Who she was, | do not know.

This was the second school fire in DeQuincy. The first school building in DeQuincy, a frame building
twenty-four by forty feet was built in March of 1899 and destroyedite in May of the same year before it
was ever used as a school. The plan was to celebrate the building of the school with a public dance, but the
prevented this. This fire was also thought to be of incendiary origin and years later one lonadgesied
that it might have been set by someone who was opposed to either dancing or school, or perhaps both.
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DeQuincy NewsMarch 18 1970

ARMY DAY IN SUMMER O F 1941

twasearly September of 1941, three months befor
speech in which he was to ask Congress to declare war against Japan and later Italy and Germany. Calcasi
Beauregard and Vernon Parishes were to withess soewer seen beforethe Louisiana Maneuvers of 1941.

Gen. Walter Krueger was in command of the Southern Army, based on Lake Charles, and Gen Van Lz
in command of the Northern Army, based on Leesville. The objective was to try out new weapons and
egupment and tactics, as well as train the armies for possible future combat. DeQuincy, Starks, Ragley, Sing
Longville, DeRidder, Merryville, Rosepine and possibly other communities lay directly in the paths of the two
armies. Ragley became the P. (drads for men all over the area.

After E Company, of the 18%Engineers, later reinforced by H Company of the same regiment, had
done the preliminary work on the roads and bridges of this area, the next indication that the DeQuincy area w
to take a lading role in the drama then unfolding was when the DeQuincy School was asked to vacate the
buildings and make way for the Third Evacuation Hospital. All of the school equipment was removed from th:
high school building and stored in the elementary bngjdind the High school building was made into the
hospital. (Young readers may need to be reminded that this was the present day Junior High building and th:
old building that was destroyed in the Fire of 1943.) Tents were set up on the campus, latkibdings.
Until a few years ago students were still stubbing toes on the tent pegs left behind when the tents were remo
at the close of the maneuvers.

Then the troops began to move in. Even small children soon learned to know when a convoy was
coming through town. A truck load of traffic control men would pass along a highway orastoegtop off a
man at each turning point on the road. Sometimes it seemed like the Army forgot about these men and woul
leave them out all day or nightwithdutu r t her attenti on. However- eé¢he)
ando junior teeno aged boys and girls of the nei
exchanged home baked cookies, etc. for army rations. Army ration candygnee favorite with the young
visitors. When a convoy was passing through, older people who were not too busy went out onto the sidewa
day or night, to wave at the men on the trucks, jeeps, half tracks, tanks and etc. The schools in Calchasieu Pz
were closed until October.

For about ten days in the middle of September it was estimated that there were about 100,000 men
bivouacked around DeQuincy. The streets swarmed with soldiers and equipment and even if you had a car ¢
gasolineitwasalmowt usel ess to drive them on the streets
common experience for civilians.

Men whose names are now in the history books were here. | do not know for sure if Gen. Eisenhower
was in DeQuincy at this time bbe was in the area. At that time he was Col. Eisenhd¥dgutant to Gen.
Kruger. Horace Howard, son of the Harl ey Howard
stopped at one of the stores at Ragley. An office, whom he later reabgsigen. Eisenhower, bought
Horace a coke. John C. Ricketts of Long Beach, Calif., then PFC Ricketts of the Remount Service of the
Quartermaster Corps has a mimeographed copy of his order signed by Adjutant Eisenhower ordering Rickett
at the end of thenaneuvers, to proceed from Merryville, La. To Fort Clark, Tex. In charge of a railway stock
carload of army horses which were being returned to their home station.

These maneuvers were the last attempt of the United States Army to use old fashianedvadng,
when it was demonstrated that mounted men had no part in modern warfare. The mounted unit had some
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magnificent animals that ere a delight to the eye of horse lovers who saw them. East of DeQuincy, across th
highway from modern Eastern HeighésVeterinary Hospital where sick and injured animals were treated, ws
set up. Modern students, who live on these grounds, have told me that they years later found horse shoes a
other bits of horse equipment in the ground, or under pint trees. leavdrbne young Lieutenant of the

Cavalry ask and receive permission from a superior officer to swim his horses in the Sabine the next day. He
been twenty years younger | would have envied him.

When the maneuvers were over and it was decided to tiisgerthe use of mounted troops the horses
were sold at bargain prices. | fear that some of them became dog and chicken feed or perhaps fertilizer. The
famous Remount Service horse breeding program was phased out and the stallions sold. The wgnathis pro
operated, the Remount Servatationed in horse raising sections of the country, selected stallions of good
guality of certain breeds, which were at service free to local people, but the Remount Service had the option
buying the colts if they mehe Army requirements. Except for a few horses kept for ceremonial parades and
military funerals, the horse has disappeared from the Army. Television viewers who saw the funeral of the la
Pres. John F. Kennedy may remember Black Jack, the horse wheadias the procession. The team of six
white horses who are kept at Fort Myer, have appeared in several funerals of high ranking military men,
including that of the late Pres. Eisenhower.

We, who were in this area, were witnesses of the final curfalre drama of the U. S. Army Cavalry
Trooper and his charger. There are still units in the Army using the names and numbers of famous cavalry
units, but they are mechanized. The Army was to continue to experiment with pack train units using mules fc
few years more, but it is my understanding that the famous army mule has joined his more glamorous half
brother, the cavalry horse, in the Valhalla reserved for those who served their country well.
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ARMY AND MANEUVERS A ROUND DEQUINCY, SUMMER OF 1941

Of the Army units stationed in the DeQuincy area during the maneuvers of 1941 perhaps none attracte
more attention than the $4nd 2%' Infantry Regimentswho had their tents down on what is now Higly 12
near the CalcasieBeauregard parish line. They were highly trained, @isitiplined Regular Army
professionals who took an intense pride in their regiments. Most of theonamissioned officers were mature
men of many years service,aswassattee d by t he service -markepesd lbnbel
the Army term for the stripes. These regiments were later to distinguish themselves in the South Pacific and
units bearing the same numbers, but now expanded into Army Divisiaesitaantained these traditions in
Korea and Vietnam.

What made these regimemli$ferent was that, following the old system, the enlisted men were blacks
led by white commissioned officers. Major Nichols, commander of one of the battalions of tinéadry,
became well known in DeQuincy. He boasted that his battalion was the best trained and best disciplined uni
the whole Army. The men of his battalion gave DeQuincy no reason to dispute his claim, in spite of the fact
that sometimes they weregvoked almost beyond reason.

The 24" Regiment had a full military band, led by Chief Warrant Officer Hammond. CWO Hammond
was a man of mature years, gray haired in fact, of whom it was said that he was a native of the island of
Jamaica, born a Britiskubject and educated in music in London. The band played for DeQuincy people at
least twice that | recall. The first time was at a football game played during September before the DeQuincy
schools opened in October. Coach Matt Walker had been trair@rigotball team, but since there was no
band director, even if school had been open, there was no school band. At the gafi¢nfaatey Band sat
in the stands on the DeQuincy side and acted as a school band. One thing in connection with tis event
which | have been personally ashamed in recent years is that, following the custom of the time, | was not
permitted to sell tickets to the black members of their regiment and of fHeezment. It should be said to
the credit to the men of thesellndisciplined regiments they accepted the situation without open protest. This
is my personal apology to the enlisted men of tHea 28 Infantry, U. S. A.

It was during this time that the High School building and the surrounding campus wasdesiry the
Third Evacuation Hospital and there were more highly skilled medical personnel in DeQuincy than there had
ever been before or has been since. It was along about the third quarter of the football game mentioned abo
(Oakdale may have beerethisitingteam) thabne of the visiting players was completely knocked out. The
visiting coach called out, Als there a doctor in
onto the field, examined the player, held a consultationiéifield and agreed that the player, who in the
meantime had recovered consciousness, might continue to play. Who won the game | do not remember.

A few days later the flllnfantry Band gave a free concert to all of the people of this area in the
DeQuncy stadium. Mayor Sid Fontenot acted as master of ceremonies and when he introduced CWO
Hammond as fAMister Hammondo there were some rais
us, who did not know at that time that Warrant Officersinalléfe ar med f orces alte ai
was at this same concert that a member of the band rendered a baritone vocal solo of a then popular song
Amapola The audience applauded him enthusiastically. The name of the young musician has escaped me,
thought | heard it at the time, but there was a story to the effect that in civilian life he was a well known
professional singer in the cities of the northeast and Hollywood. | have wondered since if he could have beer
the singer who samRgvtehe sol 6t h@OmdvMea version of
Man Rivero was sung by a basso.
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Just as we were about to get accustomed to ha
were awakened by noise that sounded like ahefmotors in the world were moving through town at once.
We got dressed and rushed out to see what was happening. There were jeeps, tanks, halftracks, trucks, artil
caissons and ambulances pouring into town by every road and all going up theHgjhgeay. The convoy
was traveling fAblack outo, that i s without I ight
while coming down the |little street between the
lighted akerosene lantern and placed it at the end of the culvert. | still have the lantern. Fortunately no one v
hurt in the crash.

Later we were to learn that this was the final phase of the 1941 maneuvers locally. @ger Ko
was in command of theoBthern Army, had theoretically penned the Northern Army, commanded by Gen. Van
Lear, against the Sabine River without hope of escape and forced it to surrender. Some of the men who wer
through these maneuvers and also served under actual combat olates¢akl me that except for the enemy
fire the Louisiana maneuvers were rougher than anything they experienced overseas.

Within a few days the school buildings were returned to the school and soon things were back to normr
that is, as normal as tlga could be under the wartime conditions.

Note: TO ALL OF YOU WHO HAVE WRITTEN LETTERS OR TOLD ME IN PERSON THAT YOU
ENJOYED THESE MEMOIRS OF ANOTHER GENERATION: THAN YOU. AS LONG AS YOU LIKE
TO READ THEM AND THE PAPERS WILL PRINT THEM | SHALL CONTINUBINTIL MEMORIES
CATCH UP WITH THE PRESENT!
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DeQuincy NewsApril 1, 1970

WARTIME RATIONING AN D STAMPS

The old style Fabian Socialists had a sl ogan,
According to His Needs. World Wan# learnedbargeat dell about thevlastgparttoth
this slogan through the rationing system used during the war. Congress passed laws setting up Rationing
Boards in each parish or county, which were supposed to see that each person had a &srtkbd3eard
viewed his needs, of certain scarce commodities. Locally we closed school one day and the teachers were
seated at tables in the gymnasium to issue the ration books containing the stamps to all from the oldest to the
youngest. For the benebf those born since 1945 let it be said now that these stamps are not to be confused
with the modern premium stamps which some merchants issue today as trade builders. Far from it, the
customer gave the merchant the stamp as evidence that the custanpermitted to buy the goods desired.

These ration stamps were about the size of a
number, and came in books about the size of a modern paperback book, but not as thick. The stamps were
sheetsand perforated along the edges. These stamps were presented to the merchant in order to buy such tt
as shoes, coffee, sugar and meat. Gasoline and tires came under a special category as did certain articles n
of strategic metals. It was said tlcartain types of electrical wiring was done with silver wire because silver
was more plentiful than copper. Even this wiring had to be deemed essential to the war effort.

Sugar stamps were highly prized as gifts and twice welcome was the guest sémiqatdis hostess
with a sugar stamp, on the other hand, the unwel
without replacing the sugar stamp used in his entertainment. All sorts of sugar substitutes were tried but mo:s
people did not likelt e m. The same was true of coffee substi
and Keith Kent were married Mrs. Ratliff baked t
cake Louise had to talk her friends and relatives in Westaki DeQuincy out of enough stamps to buy the
sugar. In spite of all this, young lovers of 1970, the wedding reception was an enjoyable affair and the weddi
a success. If you do not believe it, ask Louise or Keith or one of their stalwart sons.

Whena baby was born the family quickly applied for rationing stamps for the baby because the books
contained sugar and shoe stamps which some older member of the family might use. In case of a death the
family was required by law to return the ration staraphe nearest board. | still have one of the books tucked
away among my fAsacred junk or holy trash. o It w
certain letters and numbers would be valid for shoes, meat and etc. Those who padrsgmdid not need
could share them with other members of the fami/l
womends shoes and could be more easily repaired,
women of the family.This was not always true of men who worked in heavy industry and wore out their shoes
more rapidly.

People were encouraged to raise poultry and rabbits and grow gardens for home consumption, but it v
against the law to slaughter cattle for home comion without a special permit from the Ration Board.

Home canning using glass jars came back into use, but the rubber sealing rings for them were hard to find. |
spent some time teaching poultry schools and demonstrating the famous LSU sand floemgkarop chicken
brooder. When | went down to the old Rosenwald School, predecessor of the Grand Avenue School, Pat Pa
furnished the car and transported me and my equipment to and from the school.

For ordinaryfamily driving around the communitipé car owner receivelln fiA0 st amp f o
he driver used his car in his work and could co
fforto he might receive a fABO0 st amp knewyoethefilbngt i t
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station operator was likely to ask for the stamp before putting the gasoline into the tank. There was just one
grade of gasoline at the smaller stations. The
ThisTipREALLY Necessary?o

For the ordinary driver tires were almost unobtainable. We Americans had always been able to get all
the natural rubber we wanted from the island of the South Pacific and had made very little effort to develop a
synthetic rubber. T&nGermans had far outdone us in that respect. When the war cut off our supply of natural
rubber, we almost frantically started experiments to develop synthetic rubber. If a driver could convince the
Board that he really needed a tire, and his old onklcmt be repaired, the Board might give him a permit to
buy a tire. W.S. (Geeboo) Renfrow said that the
hunt a tire for sale. The Newport stump contractors usually had no difficulty gepiergné for a tire, but
were hard pressed to find the heavy duty tires they needed. There was a dealer at Jasper, Texas, who had ¢
source of supply for tires, where few people really knew. Some said that they got the tires through Mexico,
others that thewere retreaded tires and some whisdérhat t hey wer e fABl ack Mar
Droddy drove to Jasper and paid $100 for a tire which blew out on the first load of stumps he hauted with
There was no warranty with the tire. Messrs. Rauglas and Carroll Cole, Sr. of the Newport wood office
were sympathetic and helped him get a pewnit, but could not find a new tire for him.

When buying tooth paste, or any other substance which came in metal tubes, the purchaser had to
deliveranol d tube to the merchant before receiving th
small amount of tin in the lining since tin had to be brought from Bolivia through the submarine infested water
of the Gulf.

Even though the Boardswereep o s ed of Afriends and neighbors

did their best to be fair and patriotic, everyon
according to his needsoO experience was over.

33
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PARISH RALLIES IN EA RLY DAY HIGH SCHOOLS

Theweekend of April 4 the high school students of southwest Louisiana converged on McNeese State
College for the annual District Literary Rally.

The competition is always keen and by the time this apjpearint some high schools in the various
classes will have been declared the winner of the sweepstalashiol@ssification. Then the individual
winners in the different events will compete in the State Rally on the LSU campus at Baton Rouge.

In Calasieu Parish all of this had its beginning more than fifty years ago in the Paris Rally, which was
held at some parish high school (Lake Charles High School was not under the parish system and did not
compete in this rally), on a Saturday about this tifngear. The custom was to rotate the site of the Rally
among the Parish high schools and each school would in time be the host school. Eventually there were ten
high schools in the parish and a school would have the opportunity to be the host schamtedoua decade.

In the earlier years McNeese did not exist. There were track and field events as well as literary events
for both Ajuniorso and fiseniors. o I n the track a
above a certain heify There was keen rivalry among the schools about this and close watch was kept on the
measuring to see that it was accurate. Sometimes a school had a boy who did not grow very tall and was ab
pass as a fAjuni or 0 wh e ragelarsd musautar streadthl lowalHmtv Schobl hasl a r |
Natali boy who was lik¢hisan 8 hidr ti ed Coward may have been one :
am wrong.) This measuring was the cause of considerable dissension in the schools aad fugallymit was
placed on the classification.

The Track and Field events were held in the morning and afternoon of the same day, with a few addec
since. The custom was to invite the coach of some college in Louisiana to come with some of his adtlege tr
men to act as the officials of the meet. It time it came to be almost standard practice to invite Coach (later
Colonel) H.E. Walden from Louisiana College at Pineville to officiate. Coach Walden had the respect and
confidence of all of the principaénd coaches in the parish and | never knew of a decision of his to be
guestioned.

There were some outstanding track and field men in the high schools of the parish and in the early
thirties Ralph Newell of DeQuincy set some records that went un brokgedrs and one or two have not been
broken yet.

In 1933 the Rally was held at Starks. Coach Jesse Verret and | laid out a half mile, elliptical track on t
vacant lots south of the school campus and north of the old Deweyville road. Police JemPRater
il oanedd us the road grader and the crew to grad
Tigers, coached by Johnny Buck, won the Class A State Championship.

The wusual |l iterary events wegrier [Jsubniroera d(ienlgesme nS
girl sé readings and boysdéd oration, girlbés vocal
am not sure about the Home Economics. The diread
of prose. Il n 1927 Hayes School, with | ess than

reading when Gl adys Hayes recited AThe Ambitious
about 2 A.M. on Sunday when weached home at Hayes and work up half the village to tell them the exciting
news. In 1929 Ruby Kingrey, senior girl frddtarkswas to barely miss winning because her poem was a few
second over the time limit.
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I n the boyso6 cl asssibythegraat arators®f the past wereopbpular. JoG. irison
competed as a junior and | ater as a senior. Jam
someone, it may have been Edison Jones, used Rob

In spite of not having a paid, professional vocal music teacher on the faculty in the early days, DeQuin
students have always done well in vocal music. Volunteers from outside the faculty like I.J. Goode, E.J.
Vorman;Miss Velma Miller(Mrs. Edward Bedehoeft), Miss Billie Farque, Mrs. Ruby White, Mrs. Edgar
Perkins, Sr. and perhaps others coached and accompanied the students. In 1937 a quartet consisting of Lot
Goode, Vannie Belle Nelson, Marian Royer and Vivian Wilcox and in 1938 a trio cogsa$tiouise Goode,
Romayne Fontenot and Maxine Royer won first place in the State Rally. Later vocal music was placed in the
curriculum as a credit subject and a vocal music teacher was hired. As I recall, Miss Doris Ford of Oakdale
(alias The Singingady) was the first of these. DeQuincy s
school . o

The literary events have been expanded to include practically every subject taught in high school and
while DeQuincy has never won a first place swedq@stat the State Rally for Class A schools, we have nearly
always placed high argkveratimes individual students have won first place. At the District level our trophy
case is well stocked with sweepstakes trophiesradididual trophies. We have mer gone irfor the
intensive individual coaching, Awin or elseo0o typ
past have been almost on their own. In most classes there have always been several students who could ha
done well at théRally.

And so, students of 1970, t hat i s about what
to the Rally. o
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CONFEDERATE FLAG AND CIVIL WAR DAY

Let us begin by saying that | DO NOT REMEMBH# Civil War, in spite of the fact one student so
reported to his parents several years ago. | do
who supported them on the home front. Fifty years ago, when | was in my teens, ConfedénatarCi
veterans were fairly numerous in most towns in the South; | knew only one Union veteran. They were men ir
their seventies and eighties, about the same age as veterans of World War | now. The last two Civil War
veterans that | knew were a Mr. Deydf Starks and Mr. Seagraves of DeQuincy. The latter owned some
property on Center Street, about where the Douglas Hospital is now. He helped build the Confederate
earthwork fort at Nibletts Bluff, remains of which can still be seen. Mr. Seagravesmwagle to the late Mrs.

U.L. Stephens of Starks and during the school session 0f3®R28 went with a group of Starks High School
students and me on a trip to Nibletts Bluff and traced out the lines of the old fort.

The month of April played an impi@ant part in the civil war and there are several dates that are
significant. The twelfth iIis given as the fAoffic
Confederate artillery, under the command of Gen. P.G.T. Beauregardyritad Union Forces, under the
command of Major Anderson, who were occupying Ft. Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina harbor. It shoul
be remembered that fighting had already taken place along the Kdissasiri border some time earlier.

The causes dhe Civil War are many and complicated, the right of a state to secede from the union
being the basic one. A great many students and writers on the causes agree that until the middle of the war,
January 1863, it was notnd dlgawerrdy @a,n dt lgd wgh owlsa e
more specifically, the question of the right of southerners to migrate into the new lands of the west and create
more slave states.

April 9, 1865 was the date of surrender of the Confederate Army mfiéta Virginia under Gen.
Robert E. Lee to Gen. U.S. Grant at Appomattox Courthouse in Virginia. While the last Confederate troops,
under General Edmund Kirby Smith in Louisiana, did not surrematdrMay 1865, April 9, 1865 is
remembered in Louisiares the dates of the battles of Mansfield and Pleasant Hill when the Confederates und
General Richard (Dick) Taylor defeated the Federals under General N.B. Banks. These were the last import:
battles on Louisiana soll.

The fourteenth is the next memable date in April, the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln at
Forddbs Theater in Washington, D.C. occurring on
southern states as Confederate Memorial Day, but in some other southernestaitgéisday, June 3, of
Jefferson Davis, President of the Confederacy, is observed. This is the date observed in Louisiana and in so
places the United Daughters of The Confederacy place flowers on the graves of Confederate men and wome
or in Lake Chaes at the base of the Confederate monument on the Courthouse lawn.

Of recent years | have been somewhat saddened by the use that some individuals and groups have b
making of the Confederate battl e f tedflggwithtiedlueiacde t
white Saint Andrews cross bearing the thirteen stars was not the national flag of the Confederacy. The
Confederate Congress made three attempts to desi
and baré  dye vehich resembled the stars and stripes so closely that they were confusing in the smoke of
battle, so the bars were dropped and a pure white design used. This was found to be unsatisfactory because
when hanging idle on the pole it looked like a whi&gfof surrender. To overcome this a wide red bar was
added on the outer edge of the flag. The soldiers themselves adapted the familiar southern cross design, wh
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was carried in battle, but was never the official Confederate Flag. This is the omeithaty opinion, is being
desecrated by those who carry it on unworthy occasions or in unworthy causes.

| should like to end this column by quoting a portadran old poem written by Father Abram J. Ryan,
the Poefaureate of the Confederacy, caltdf he Conquer ed Banner. o The p«
this space and some of it is not applicable to the modern South. Here it is:

Furl that Bannefurl it sadly;
Once the thousands hailed it gladly,
And then thousands wildly, madly,
Swore it should forever wave
Ober their freedom or their grave.

Furl that Banner! True, O6tis g
Yet Otis wreathed around with g
And ot wi | | |l ive in song and sto
Though itdés folds are in the dust!!
For its fame on brightest pages

Penned by poets and sages,

Shall go sounding down the ages

Furl it though now we must!

Furl that Banner, softly, slowly;
Treat it gentlyit is holy;
For it droops above the dead;
Touch it notunfold it never;
Let it droop there, furla forever
For its peoplebs hopes have fled.
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DeQuincy NewsApril 16, 1970

LETTER TO THE EDITOR : CHARLIE TELLSON TJ

And then came Pear |l Har bor . Some went and so
everyone did his or her part; thiccluded Mr. Ratliff.

During his summer vacation, he did his bit by going to work for the railroad. Yes, Missouri Pacific,
DeQuincy yards, a hustling, bustling, switching and banging 24 hours a day.

T.J. fellheir to a night job, as all junior employees do regardless of actual age. Absolute seniority
prevails. Clerking was the title, better known as a lowly mud hop, checker pounding gravel between the yard
tracks; a spotlight cradled under your left arm ardgipboard supported in your left hand and your pencil in
your right. If you were fast enough you could write the initials and numbers of the railroad cars as the switch
engine, goat or jack, kicked them by you.

| was working as night yardmaster, ding&2 hours a nighit green help, yard full, trains held out, get
one out, let one in, clear the passenger train, duck the main trains (soldier specials), working two jacks, regul
one on east lead and a bum job on the west end which also die the ahecati

ANow, Mr . Ratl i ff, | 6ve got to have a check o

AWhich one is that?o

AYou will just have to count them. Will need
empty (short for empty), from east to west. Now, The careful, stay out of the middle of the tracks as you
will have cars coming in from both ends of the vy
dondt run over you but once and t hey gceyoddet, gptitov e
have so many cars to fild]l our orders in the morn

So offhe goes in the blubklack night, light shining bright.

Waité.waité. No T.J. Worried. Better go find
taught meinsctml , t oo é.

Yes, found hi m. Heds OK. Good.

AHow are you doing? You are checking No. 7 t

A Mr . Ratliff, you dondét count the main | ine.

them everything.

o rain. ACome on back to the vy

Welb, it began t
cl othes. Havenét got any? No, an umb

your rain

Yes, he sat down, his shoulders kind of slumped, but he held his head up, shaking fretowige to
side.

AYou know, 0 he says, iliaiders, @littogpd) Hartwely, Bduglas, Raingvater, b o
Magee, Perkins, Lyons, Wallace, Rigmaiden, to name & fawd | figured most of you would never amount to
anything. | should have kam better, this being a father to son railroad that it would be handed down to you
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whether you day dreamed in class or not. | am supposed to be an educated man, a degree in this, a degree
that, but do you know something@t Mhedegreeshdon

Yes, he finally made a mud hop, but you know he had to lay aside that book sense and use some
common sense.

Now you are railroading, T.J., and | bet you remember.
Harley Chartwell

Or
Charlie Hartwell
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TheDeQuincy NewsDeQuincy Louisiana, April 22, 1970

RAILROADING WITH RAT LIFF

|l had not intended to do this particular Amem
Hartwell) has brought about a flood of memories of twéivty years ago thawill not wait.

During my Texas boyhood on the Fort Worth and Denver line, railroad men, conductors, engineers,
brakemen, and flagmen were not men that you knew by name, lived next door to, attended church and sat in
lodge with. They were to small boyw@some, mysterious figures who stopped briefly at the station and then
took the trains up or down the line to faraway places like Fort Worth, Wichita Falls, Amarillo and even all the
way to Denver perhaps.

The agent or telegraph operator was a magicitam nvade clicking noises on a sort of key which
another agent or operator in another station could translate into English.

So, the summer of 1945 spent as a yard clerk
was like a wha new world withnew ways of doing things, new ideas of wivalsimportant and what was not
important and a new vocabulary and above all acquaintance and friendshipmhitlegroup of fine people
who taught me many things.

| would never have learned otherwise. Spdmes not permit the mentioning of names of individuals,
but | do not believe that | have forgotten many of them.

NUMBER 508

One of the first thingkearned was that a station was not a name but a milepost number. DeQuincy was
508 and therewetewo Ki nder s, @AKinder proper o which was 5.
transferred to the north bound Missouri Pacific lines.

An AAl ex dragd was a train of fAempties, 0 empt
homelines.n an AAl ex dragodo there were cars from pract

Once in a while though not in an fAAl ex drag, 0
way into the DeQuincy yards.

A fAri ver tdesinedfor Portalen, thenee to Baton Rouge, New Orleans or the navy
ammunition depot at Belle Chasse. For some reason cars for Belle Chasse crossed the Mississippi twice, Be
Chasse is west of the river, and for some one, I think it was Charlesednimself, worked out a plan to send
the cars direct to Belle Chasse without crossing the river at all, but so far as | know the plan was not used at 1
time.

A tank <car was a ntanko and never a Atanker o

It finally dawned on mehat while there was a daily, except Sundayfil ocal 6 t o t he e
and that fAgetting out the | ocal o was an i mportan
thee was not @Al ocal o out of DeQuincy to the west.

The Missouri Pacific, due to the fact that they operated over the KCS tracks, between these stations,
handled no | ocal freight between DeQuincy and Be
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and Houston. Conductors were inclinedtogrowlla s omet i mes fAcuss when that
the yard master told the unfortunate conductor t
was used to that word fAshortso as aremanymeamngs of
depending on the person using it.

In making out a switch list the yard clerk was told to ditto the station number of the destination of a cut
of cars but warned not to ditto once too often or he might send a car hundreds of miles ramet
destination. | recall that | did this once and sent a Kinder car to the river.

The men in the yards taught me that freight trains are made up backwards, that is the caboose was se
on the track first with the rear end pointed away from trection the train was to go, then the engine foreman
directed the switch engine engineer as to which cares came next in the train. The cars to be set out first wer:
last added and were nearest to the engine in the train.

There were at least two imagant exceptions to this last statement; loaded stock were placed as near the
engine as practical and cars containing explosives were placed in the middle of the train; this last was a safet
measure for the crew in the event of an accidental explosion.

One night Conductor L.R. Roberts was acting as Yard Master and in the course of a conversation he
remarked, AA man can either work his job or | et
had better do it . 0 philbsophytiranmysobabl worladnd tried to impress its fruthtor thet
students in my classes.

For some reason the regular yardmaster, Mr. Montague, was not working that summer and E.C.
Carpenter and several conductors served as yard master. From ome bietimed a quick way of arranging
freight bills in numerical order which | was able to use for the next twiargyyears in arranging report cards
and test papers in proper sequence.

Ordinarily when some event of historical importance happens | ma&teaf it or comment to students
about it, but in August of 1945 when the news of the Japanese surrender came | was busy looking through a
for the record of a Al osto box car which t hée mas
card as finding that car was the most important thing rightithestory could wait.

September and the end of the war came about together and it was back to the class room for me. Of1
men | worked with many have now retired and some of themreg@eeted to the Great Superintendent at the
end of their Final Run and have reached the Eternal Terminal but | shall not forget them or the things they
taught me.

Twentyfive years later when | am blocked by a freight train | still find myself almostrattcally

looking for the initials and numbers and types of cars as they go by. The amazing thing is all of the new type
of cars designed to haul products that did not exist in 1945.

41



The DeQuincy NewsDeQuincy Louisiana, April 29, 1970

WARTIME IN DEQUINCY LOUISIANA

How did the Ahome folks, o0 particularly the wo
both a memory and a tribute.

One of the first things that small boys and girls learned was that there were certain things that must
given up because of the wauch things as candy, and cookies made of sugar and toys made of metal and nev
clothes when the old ones could still be worn. In each school there was usually one or more booths manned
older pupils where War Stamps wedd. These stamps cost tweffitye cents each and it was explained to the
students that they were actually lending the money to the government, the money to be used to buy things th
their older brothers, uncles, cousins and perhaps fathers neededvarthContests were held between the
rooms in Elementary School to see which room bought the most stamps in a day. The competition was keen
These stamps could be redeemed at the post office at anytime the purchaser wished and the Postmaster at ¢
told me that she noticed that every afternoon there was a line of small Americans lined up at the window to c:
in stamps. An inquiry revealed that the enthusiastic young patriots were cashing in the stamps bought at sch
that day in order to have mont buy more stamps the next day to run up the total sales for their room. They
were not doing anything wrong; they just wanted their room to win the contest.

DeQuincy students wil/ never forget t hseelf amou
making process in use at that time required about twlergypercent scrap iron to each batch of steel produced.
The word was spread that the steel mills were running short of scrap and the American people were asked tc

bring in anything made oforn whi ch t hey coul d spare and fAget it
up wherebyhest udent s could join the AArmyo by bringing
amount Aenlistedo the st ude ghtintheyouag spldier adwamced.in rankA s
until he might become a figeneral . o Parents, and

trucks, wagons, wheel barrows and just plain muscle power as they brought back into town junkitbéahhad
hauled out of town only a few years or months previously. One very near and dear to me has reminded me tl
she threw her cherished roller skates onto the pile. She was not alone in this. Fathers had to keep an eye ol
garage or tool chest lesbme favorite and useful tools wound up on the scrap pile. There was a rumor that
there was an old logging locomotive somewhere in West Fork and efforts were made to find it for salvage but
they were unsuccessful.

When the drive ended there was a piiscrap as large as two class rooms in the space in the southwest
section of the old high school campus. The Air Force sent men and trucks from the Lake Charles Air Base
(later Chenault Fieldyho hauled the scrap to Lake Charles, from there it wasesthifgpthe steel mills. The
school library fund received nearly three hundred dollars from the sale of the scrap and some of the books
bought are stildl in use in the school l' i brari es.
the attitlde of some modern Americans toward the present war it is almost beyond comprehension!

One of the features of the times was the Air Raid Warning Tower which stood on the vacant lot back o
the present Texaco station. The tower resembled the presentéstyfire observation towers. High school
students and older people, mostly housewives, manned the tower on an around the clock basis and scanned
skies for possible enemy planes. This was not just make believe, but a deadly serious business since th
shipyards, the oil refineries and railroad yards in this section would have been likely objects of attack if an
enemy carrier had succeeded in getting into the Gulf. There was a direct telephone line to Houston, I think, &
watchers were told to repahy suspicious looking object in the sky and give nothing the benefit of the doubt.
One day a lady watcher (forgive me, Bartretlgported something and the Air Force turned out and made a
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search but found nothing. emyowasassapposed nghaédbuz
glad and Mrs. Peyton was congratulated for her vigilance.

An Air Raid Warden system was established wit
near to which they reported in practice or real raid® Were warned that on a certain Tuesday night a long
blast on the fire siren would be a signal for all Wardens to report to their posts and time themselves as to hov
long it took to reach their posts. Late on Monday night the siren started screamingarfess leaped into
action. | was halfway down the block to my post when it struck me that this was not Tuesday night and a
sudden chilling thought struck me, ACould this b
had gone visitingnd fishing on Beckwith, and had not returned and their absence was not discovered until lat
at night. The alarmed parents reported it and the night Marshall blew the siren to call for help in searching fo
the boys, who were found peacefully sleepintha home of a friend, unaware of all the commotion.

For the women and older girls there were bandage rolling sessions for the Red Cross, cakes, cookies
sandwiches for the USO, which entertained service men in one of the buildings about wher® Btereds
now. Chaperoning trips by the girls to dances and parties for the service men at Fort Polk and the DeRidder
Basewas also a duty of DeQuincy matrons.

Then, as is always true for women in war times, the worries, the tears and prayess foeh facing
death and wounds in combat, this along with this scanning the casualty lists with bated breath for the names
friends and loved ones.

The story of the men and women who worked in the Defense Plants will be told later.
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SHIPYARD AND OTHER W AR WORK IN WORLD WAR I

A stranger passing through DeQuincy about fou
1940- 45 would have wondered what was happening. In the fork formedKe/Charles Avenue and Fourth
Street, where the Blagrave Garage is now, the Reese Perkins were operating the Top Notch Café, which wa:
sort of forerunner of the modern drive inBhe Top Notch was the gathering place and the point of departure
for theDeQuincy people employed in the chemical plants near Westlake and the shipyards at Orange.

Practically any sort of motor vehicle that could make the trip over the graveled roads between here an
the two places named, was there; buses, pickups and tmoksrted into personnel carriers, cars of all types,
makes and models were there waiting for their @fr
thence over U.S. 90 and crossing the Sabine over the old bridge at the east end of Greem Ammge.i To
Westlake it was via Sulphur and again over U.S. 90 to Westlake. At Westlake it was the new synthetic rubbe
plant that seemed to be the main employer of manpower, while at Orange it was the two shipyards; the
Levingston Company and The Cohdated Steel Company, now the American Bridge Company Plant. Other
plants using petroleum and clam shell as raw material were in the Westlake area.

Along with such skilled craftsmen as Elmer Faiszt and Elmer Beird were high school age youths, men
and women whose regular work had been curtailed because of material shortages or were de@ssehtiah
retired people, teachers and students who were out of school for the summer and housewives, who had neve
worked outside of the home before. Each oftlizessed according to the type of work to be done and all of
them carried the ever present lunch kit and vacuum bottle. For some jobs the steel safety helmet was a mus
Women worked at mechanical trades W®Rowsalel v hteh Ru ghe
heroine of a popular song. On some of the busses one could find anything from a crap game or a discussion
meaning of some passage of scripture to the short comings of a new coffee substitute. One man announced
when thewar wasover and the meat rationing ended he was going to eatesteakdayuntil he had enough.

At Orange the day shift started at seven A.M. and ran until five P.M. and in many cases was seven da
a week. The busses and cars usually allowed anamaua half for the forty miles of trip to Orange and left
DeQuincy shortly after five A.M. and reached DeQuincy at about half past six in the afternoon on the return
trip. This meant that the worker had to go to bed before good dark in order to béoupthg next morning.
This was a problem in many cases because alarm clocks were not to be had and all sorts of devices were us
wake up the worker. One plan was for the owner of a clock to call his neighbors or pass the clock around fro
week to wek and take turns calling each other. Duringsiimamerof 1943 when | was getting ready to begin
work for the Consolidated Steel Company | took an old alarm clock down to Mr. Rodgers to be repaired and ¢
my way home with it at least three people askedfrhwanted to sell it. Some Spanish students may recall that
this was the same clock that | used for a generation after the war to teach time telling in Spanish and Mrs. Ba
uses it now to teach the same thing in French at DeQuincy High School.

Theearly ships build by Consolidated were Landing Craft (LCl and LCT) and later destroyers and
destroyerescorts. These last two were designed by the firm of Gibbs & Cox of New York, who literally bought
the vessels piece by piece and had them shippedatg®rwhere they were assembled. There was just the
right number of parts for each ship, valves | remember specifically, and woe unto the wstallest or
damaged a part. (Ask the fellow who dropped a $3,500 sea cock into the riverand dried o &alk i v a |l v e
out of another.) The Levingston Yard was building some sea going Rescue Tugs for the British Navy and the
chief inspector for the British Navy was a young
Englishman, he was$cot.) now an American citizen, an official for the MOP and married to the former Ethel
Cole of DeQuincy.
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Only the higher echelons of workers for Consolidated had any previous experience in ship building an
it was usual after you had become acquaintedwh a f el |l ow worker to ask AW

One of my fellow clerks was a graduate of M.I.T. in Textile Engineering and | met a former schoolmate
whom | had not seen in over twenty yeavhp in normal times was a concert violinist, andhasistant
producer of movies in Hollywood. My immediate superior was a teacher by profession, Roy Greenwood, a
brother to Talbert. Next in line was J.P. Logan who had been a supervisor for Montgomery Ward & Co.; Pau
Fisher, then of Port Arthur now ofdQuincy, worked in the same building, but in a different department. H.N.
Perkins, at the age of 19, was a Section Chief responsible for keeping records for and issuing the electrical
equipment, handling millions of dollars worth of material. Mrs. D.Mebton was an electrician doing actual
wiring and after the war, so | heard, she used her skilltareeher home in DeQuincy. Vester Isdale
mystified his fellow workers at Levingston by his uncanny skill at cutting out steel plates that somehow alway:
fit exactly. He never told them that he used some Propositions from plane geometry about congruent triangle
learned at DeQuincy High School some years before.

Mr. Sessions, father of Mrs. Phelan Hyatt, as a youth about 1900 had taken a correspandsedce c
drafting but had never sued it much in his later work. By 1940 he had retired, but when the need arose he
recovered his old drawing instruments and went to work for Consolidated drafting the installation sketches,
call ed nAdi s p a usedby thecraftsméniinankingvtberinstallations. Most of the draftsmen in
that rather large department were young men and women just out of high school who had taken mechanical
drawing in high school. The scene in the room suggested a fond grandfdth®erwi ng hi s gr and .
tricksodo as they stood around him to watch him us
story showing Mr. Sessions with some of his figra

There is much more to tebut the space is at an end.

45
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SHIPYARD WORK IN 194 3

This is the second installment of the memoirs of the Summer of 1943 spent as a clerk in the material
issue office of the Consolidated Steel shiplyatr Orange.

To those of us from the smaller towns the changing of the shifts at the two shipyards at Orange; with tl
two streams of workers going in opposite directions was almost unbelievable. This was especially true when
the shuttle train from Beawont unloaded the day shift workers and picked up the graveyard shift for the return
trip to Beaumont. The street leading to the gates of the two yards were so jammed that about all that a persc
could do was either join in the stream in one directioan@ther or try to find a space on the sidelines. To
drive a car was i mpossible. However within a fe
but normal traffic.

The summer heat, the high humidity, there were no air conditionifagney and the monotony of sitting
at the same table for hour after hour performing the simple, but necessary, clerical work caused the morale o
the workers to become rather | ow at times. To of
importance of our work, it was pointed out to us that not a piece of material of any sort could leave the
warehouse to be installed until we had written a
Materials Number on each Issue Order (chllet he BM number) or Mr. Guidry
around to see you! o When we saw Mr. Guidry, who
wondered who was the guilty person who had left a BM number off an Issue Order and we hegax ®omi n e
ourselveso to recal/l i f we had been delinquent.

Anot her fimorale buildero was that we were enc
through the yards and see the craftsmen actually installing the parts for which we hadheritssne Orders
and feel that we, the humble clerks, were actually helping build the ships. | even wrote an article for The
Consolidated News pointing out that going all the way back to the Greeks that shipbuilders had been the
defenders of democracy.doubt that many people took the trouble to read it.

Perhaps the best of the morale builders was the launching of a ship. These launchings were held duri
the lunch hour and all hands were invited to come and witness the event. The ships wgrearsedlifor
some deceased hero of the war and usually some female loved one of the deceased was invited to break the
traditional bottle of champagne over the bow of the ship and to christen her. There were two ways of launchi
a ship, stern first and dvays; of the two methods the stern launchings were the more spectacular but require
more space in the river so the custom finally came to use the sideways system. One of the destroyers | saw
launched was the Leopold, and it was with a note of moreubzel sadness when | heard later in the war she
was sunk by an enemy submarine. When a ship was launched it was far from complete, about like a house \
the walls, the roof and the floor completed; there remained all of the fine details on the tntieeianstalled.
The ship was towed away to another part of the yard to be completed.

During that summer Congress passed an amendme
withholding featured which i s swenftaymipleirarc etnd d ayf.
paycheck would be withheld and there was considerable grumbling about it. Finally the d2dedcbmpany
had someone, | think it was Judge Beaman Strong of Beaumont, come over to speak over the public address
system and explain the new law. He explained that it would really be an advantage to the wage earner that
whentaxpayingtime came around he wtal have his taxes paid and if a refund was due he would receive it.
After the explanation there was less complaint. Workers were also encouraged to take a part of their pay in
Series E War Bonds, which a great man of us did.
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The Consolidated workersere paid each two weeks, but there was a time lag of two weeks between th
end of a work period until payment was made. It was said that this was because the time cards were checke
and the payroll checks made out by affirm from Houston on a contrast Fsyhow, there were certain men
who did not wear Consolidated badges and had spe
also a rumor that these men might have been undercover agents for either the company or the government.

Anothe incident that for a few hours one day seemed to be more serious than the tax question was th:
due to some minor incident in Beaumont the rumor ran through the yard that there was a race riot going on ir
Beaumont and that the Negros in Beaumont weratinéng to burn the city. Men who lived in Beaumont
began to leave the yards and start back to Beaumont to defend their families and property. Again the
ConsolidatedCompanybrought in someone from Beaumont, this may have been Judge Beaman Strong or the
Beaumont Chief of Police, who took to the public address system and assured the workers that tieeretwvas
in Beaumont; the excitement subsided and the men returned to their work. It was suggested that the rumor r
have been the work of an enemy adagnt on disrupting the building of the ships. Later, | wondered if in part
it might have been that some of the men involved were tired and bored with a seventy hour week with little tir
off and were just looking for a little excitement and relief fridv@ monotony. Only the men involved know for
sure what their motives might have been at that time.

Again to those of you who have said you enjoy
them and your pleasure in reading them is all of thampaptved or wanted.
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HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATI ONS OF THE PAST

Thisweek and next the seniors of the high schools of this area will be marching onto the stage to the
solemn strains ofceMPomp santde @itrhcewmsttraandi t i onal an
become high school graduates. This will be the first important formal event in the lives of a great many of the
graduates, except for in some cases certain ceremonies connected withuttogiror religious life. There is a
story that when the late President Calvin Coolidge became president at the death of President Warren G. Ha
in August of 1923 someone asked him how it fhafl t
as important as | felt the night | graduated fro
not to be taken lightly. It may be the key to the whole future of the graduate.

For the first time in fifty years | shall occupy thesition of an interested and sympathetic spectator
rather than a participant in tkeremonies in some capacity or another. During this half century many changes
have taken place both in the requirements for graduation and in the ceremonies themsehaag; géthe
traditional features of graduation have remained the same or have been amplified.

Previous to World War | the high schools that | knew about ended at the tenth grade and the seniors
were graduated. Many senior boys received and still oth@asted that they graduated while still in knee
pants. Parents were more inclined to boast of this than the boys | have an idea. Elaborate, decorative diplor
bought from a school supply house and paid for by the graduate, were issued to be fearaed latng on the
wal | of the front room of the graduateds home.
home for nearly fifty years. But alas, when the graduate applied for admission to college, less than ten perce
of them did, hevas told he must attend at least one more year of preparatory work before he would be admitte
to the college. Most colleges had a preparatory department or academy to prepare the student for college
admission. There were also private academies theiadiged in preparing student for college. Students of the
Class of 1927 of the Starks School will understand and appreciate the situation of being graduates and yet nc
eligible for college.

Following World War | high schools began to add the elevgntha de and t o become
Louisiana, or ndnaffiliatedo as it was called in T
With this,more and more of the colleges dropped their preparatory departseaottonger necessarylexas
Christian University at Fort Worth, Texas dropped theirs at the beginning of the22%&ksion. Mrs. Ratliff
has two diplomas from the same Texas high school, the first issued at the end of the tenth grade when the sc
was fAunaf f i ledorat gedrdateraafiedtheteleventhsgrade was added and the school became
Anaffiliated. O The origin of the word dAaffiliate

In the late forties, after World War I, high schools began to add the twelfth grade. In Lohgiana t
extra year was put in as the eighth grade at the beginning of the session-4619%ere was no freshman
class in high school that year and the missing class moved on up until 1949 when there was no senior class
DeQuincy. Subjects are now offdre the last two years of high school were college level subjects during the
twenties. | still have a copy of Wells & Hart, Plane and Spherical Trigonometry, 1915 edition, which | studied
in college. A few years ago | discovered that studentsinMrd@6é s seni or mat hemati c
same text, but a later edition. A similar situation exists in other fields, science and commerce among them.
There are more teachers with advanced degrees on the second floor of the DeQuincy High Scheoéthan t
were in the first college | attended before 1921. | have an idea that the same can be said of the other high
schools in the area.
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As to the graduabn ceremony itselfthe salutatory and the valedictory have been in use since the
beginning, the class motto, the class colors, the class song, all go back before my memory. The class will, th
class history, and the class prophecy, which used to be on the graduation gragedmen relegated to the
senior banquet or other festive occasions. The use of caps and gowns for high school received more impetu
during the depression because they could be rented for a small amount when students could not afford new :
and dress s . There were other reasons al so. Now t he
always true during the depression and war years. What to do with the senior ring after some of the thrill has
worn off and it has been replaced by othiegs is sometimes a minor problem. | know one lady who sold hers
for enough money for a young husband to use going to look for a job as a high school coach. He got the job,
she got her moneyo6s worth. Two o & deetal studentyrpeltee sp, |
the senior rings and recast them into wedding rings.

One feature of the graduation ceremony that h
by some prominent person in public life, an elected official, an edumasmmetimes a minister. (This was not
the same as the baccalaureate which is still used.) | heard the late District Judge Jerry Cline twice, at Bell Ci
in 1926 and at Starks in 1929, the late District Attorney John J. Robira at Starks and Suptd lafriko
Beauregard Parish Schools at Bell CityyB27. The orations were long, so it seemed, the auditorium was
crowded, the temperature and the humidity were usually high, there was no air conditioning, babies and smal
children fretted, and most pdepincluding the speakers, were probably just as happy when this feature was
dropped.

Now, to the seniors of this area, especially those parents and grandparents | may have taught,
congratulations and best wishes.
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BANDS IN DEQUINCY HI GH SCHOOL

The recent appearance of Mr. Bill Noonan, Jr. on a television program being interviewed in regard to &
national physical fithess program calls to mind that his father, W.E. Noonan, Sr., who was the Betod fOire
three Calcasieu Parish High Schools at the same time during thepyears, Vinton, Sulphur, and DeQuincy.
People who have grown accustomed to elaborately uniformed bands with a whole squad of pretty girl
majorettes and twirlers putting on alhtime show with all sorts of complicated fornuats and breath taking
exhibitions of baton skildl may have troubl e appr
scarcityof his resources, both human and material.

In these pravar, depession days band was not a credit subject, but a sort ofcextreular activity.
The band director, while considered a member of the faculty, was not paid a salary by the School Board, but
each member of the band paid a fee of about two dollars laalfl @er month, which was all of the income the
band teacher received. Mr. Noonan lived at Vinton and travelled to DeQuincy and Sulphur on a regular
schedule to meet his band classes. As | recall Mr. Noonan, and this is not a criticism but a tribatehadid
a degree in music but had learned music as a member of school bands in his own schooldays. He had also
played in other bands. Edward Garlick, himself an accomplished musician, said that it was almost unbelieval
how Mr. Noonan could take a gnp of beginning students and have them playing is such a short time.

When the DeQuincy Band made a trip out of town, to a football game usually, | usually went along on the bus
as the fAband directoro and was a edourtdéstnationt r. Nodman, ¢
who had driven over from Vinton, took over. A feature of the CalcaSaueron Fair at Sulphur was a band
contest between the three bands with Mr. Noonan directingb@achin turn. He wore a sort of standardized
uniformwhich was appropriate for whichever band he was directing. As | recall the three schools mentioned
were the only parish schools fielding a band. (Remember that the Lake Charles City Schools were members
a different school system at this time.) Thewses a sort of joke among the students that regardless of the
decision of the judges, Mr. Noonan always won first, second, and third places.

The matter of uniforms was a problem, so the DeQuincy Band Boosters, and perhaps the P.T.A., put c
fund raising dives of all kinds and finally raised enough money to buy each member of the band a sort of
Spanish bolero type cape and a cap, the cape being in the school colors. The other parts of the uniform, shir
pants or skirts and white shoes were furnishethbyoband members individually. Each member of the band
owned his own instrument, except the bass drum. Mr. C.A. Pray, who had been a member of the Orleanean
Band of the MOP Railway, donated his large upright tuba to the school band which used ibeadire too
battered up for use and the School Board began to furnish some of the heavier and more expensive instrume

When the war started Mr. Noonan, like thousands of other teachers over the country, gave up his schc
work and went to work in a wglant. He became a member of the Public Relations Department of the
Consolidated Steel Company at Orange, Texas. The last time | saw him was at Consolidated in the summer
1943. 1do not know if he is still alive or not.

According to the DeQuinclidigh School yearbook, The Pine Stump, for the year 1948, there was an
organization in the school called the Band Club consisting of ten members. Their music stands have the
monogram AE PO, which coul d mean n omemheeofthewgtoupE d g a
Mr . Perkins is now an attorney in DeQuincy. Mr s
member of the school faculty who helped out with any music need, is listed as the sponsor of the Band Club.
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The same yearbodtows a rather large mixed choral group directed by Miss Doris Ford who was a full
paid vocal music teacher in the school.

About 1949 or 1950 Mr. Frank Mathews became the first full time salaried band teacher in the
DeQuincy schools. | believe that MMathews worked full time in DeQuincy. Mr. Mathews, now the local
representative of an insuranmempanyh ol ds a Master 6s Degree in music
insurance field, | suspect that ffifgstloved wi | | al ways be musi c.

| havebeen asked if | have a file of old newspapers or perhaps a diary as a source for these memoirs.
The answer i s ANO. O |l may occasionally consul't
called, or ask someone about the spelling of a naotdor the most part it is just like the heading says, THE
WAY | REMEMBER IT. When my memory errs someone will usually set me straight. For example; Ralph
Newell says that the dirt track at Starks used in the 1932 Parish Rally was short of-thiehatid that as a

result Coach H.E. Waldon of Louisiana College, w
record for the half mile. Ed Bredehoeft says that he recalls that Col. Walden also took into consideration that
the wind, whichwas t r ong t hat day, was to Ral phds buwireker \Y

home after the war, she only helped. She could have done it, but did not have all of the proper tools.
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PINE TREES AND FORESTS INLOUISIANA

In these days when ecology, air and water pollution, conservation, and reforestation are all household
words it seems a little difficult for me to remember that when | came to Louisiana in August of 1925 | had nev
heardthese words used nor had | ever seen a pine tree to recognize it.

| had never seen a large forest of any one kind of tree; trees certainly, but not in the sense that we ha\
trees in Louisiana and east Texas.

Down at Hayes on one side of the rigiftway of the Lake Arthur branch of the Southern Pacific there
was a large short leaf pine of some kind, of what exact specie | never found out, but it was certainly not the Ic
leaf pine once so common in this area.

In my enthusiasm and my ignorance | mada&cture of the tree and sent it to my relatives in west Texas
and wrote them that this was a O0real Louisiana p

In 1928 | left the rice lands, the bordering sea marsh, and the tupelo and cypress trees of southeas
Calcasieu parish and came to Starks. | shall never forget the wonder of it as | drove from Vinton to Starks an
saw my first pine trees in any number. Even then | did not realize that what | was seeing was mostly cut ovel
land and second growth treeBo me they were pine trees and beautiful.

To the north of the school campus at Starks there was still a fairly large stand of pines, but it was not
l ong unit they began to fall to the | oggergihe axe
short space on the noon hour | saw pass the school first: a log wagon pulled by three or four yoke of oxen, th
another wagon pulled by six mules and finally a truck of laj$eaded for the Vorice Clark mill near the KCS
depot. The land northf the school may have been logged by Ristom and Pridgen, since their mill and store
were in that area.

TIMBER AS A CROP

|l am glad that the | umber companies have | arg
exhausted and left to nature,thé d phi |l osophy described as the fdfcu
substituted the idea that timber is a crop, to be harvested and replanted, to be harvested again in later years.

One has only to remember the scene of forty years ago whenrsidirg DeQuincy, except on the
LutcherMoore land between Starks and DeQuincy, was one vast area of blackened stumps and a few scrub
trees and now see the groves of young pines that have been planted to appreciate the new policy, though on
enlightenedselfishness it may be.

| wish that years ago the state, the Federal government or one of the lumber companies had set aside
tract of at least a quarter section of virgin pine and left it as it was for late comers such as | and the younger
generation tesee. Some of my forester friends say that it would not have worked, but | still wish that someone
had tried.

Forty years ago in the northeast corner of the school property at Starks there was a grove of fairly larg
pines and after school hours it waagelaxing experience to walk with my two small daughters and their mother
among these pines and listen to the soft music of the wind in the tree tops.
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| understand that later these trees were cut, why, | never knew. In the south extension of the presen
DeQuincy High School campus is a grove of pine trees which | hope will never be cut for any reason. In the 1
years of teaching in Room 27 when the tensions became high and | was near the exploding point | could alw:
look out at these tall, statelyp@ calm appearing pines and relax. | hope that others, students and teachers will
always have them to look at and gain relief in time of stress.

Whenever | travel along Highway 27 from Sulphur or Westlake toward DeQuincy it is always a relief to
escapehe fumes of the chemical plants and to see the Houston River Baptist Church framed against a
background of young pines and to compare the scene with the way it was before the young pines were plante
and to realize that these trees should be there fos y@aome, before they are ready to be harvested and that |,
under normal circumstances, will not see them harvested.

| understand that at one time the lumber companies did not consider it economically feasible to replan
their cut over lands becauseyhcould get all of the timber needed cheaper in the western states and that it too
too long for the second growth of planted trees to reach a marketable size for lumber which would be of infer
quality. They were probably right. However, in recerdrgehe development of new quick growing hybrid
trees and a process of using southern pines for pulp wood has changed this and the cut over lands are now |
replanted.

| should like to see established in the high schools of this area a coursed, @degsar in length, in
practical forestry in which both girls and boys would be taught, among other things, to work with the
professional foresters in the use of the tools of the forester, the care of the trees, the prevention and fighting «
forest fires and an appreciation of the esthetic side of timber growing. To mind there is a great deal of truth in
the line of poetry which goes:

Al shall never see a poem
As |l ovely as a tree. o

If all this sounds somewhat too much on the sentimental side, feandnat when it comes to birds,
trees, and kids, YOUR trees, YOUWdRIs | am just about the worst sentimentalist you ever knew.
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OLD IRONSIDES

There should be a number of people, now middle agettier, who visited the USS Putnam when she
visited the Port of Lake Charles during the Contraband Days who can recall visiting another USS, the frigate
Constitution, better known by her nicknameeinOl d
Constitution is the oldest ship in the United States Navy and among the oldest in the world. During the twent
of this century the ship was overhauled and restored and then during the years3f $&#&/sent on a tour of
the ports of the United Std on both coasts. It was during this voyage that she called at Lake Charles. It mus
be understood that on this long voyage she did not travel under her own sail, but was towed by another ship,
Cleveland, if | recall correctly.

The Calcasieu PahsSchool Board declared a school holiday on one of the days that Old Ironsides was
in port and authorized the teachers to load all of the pupils from the third grade up, who wanted to make the t
onto the school buses ahdng them to Lake Charles. ®e of the younger ones may not have realized what it
was all about, but at Starks we had no difficulty in filling up all four of the busesamé went in carsOne
lady, who could not have been more than three years old at the time, says that slyeeaguebers making
the trip and can recall some of the things about the ship.

The statistics on Old Ironsides say that she was built in Boston in 1794 as one of three frigates
authorized by Congress, the other two being the United States and the RreSkaeis two hundred feet long,
forty-three feet wide at the beam and fourteen feet and three inches in depth with a displacement of 2,200 tot
and a gun range of 2,000 yards. She was classified as a forty gun ship with a crew of 450 men and boys
normaly, though at times she mounted as many as fifty guns and was manned by a crew of 500. She took p:
in the first of our fAundecl ar ed o0 -1808 and in the piratical statese

of North Africa in 18011805. Outofti s war , al so undecl ared, came tI
t he Marinesdé6 Hymn. Her most famous battle was w
of 1812. About 1828 it was proposed to dismantle and scrap the famousustidp, Oliver Wendell Holmes,

Sr. of Boston, who is better known as a poet and
|l ronsidesdo which so aroused the American public

restored. It wa doubted later that no member of Congress would ever admit having had any part in the plan t
scrap Old Ironsides.

The preceding paragraph is of course not from memory but the following is from memory of that day ir
Lake Charles. My first impression geeing the ship was the almost unbelievable height of her three masts anc
trying to realize that men and boys in their early teens climbed up into this high rigging to handle the sails in &
kinds of weather and in the midst of battle. Thiswastrugana of fAwooden ships ant
deck, called the spar deck or main deck was ringed by cannon pointing outward and lashed to the gunwales |
cables looped around a sort of knob projecting from the closed butt of the gun. On each siderot#neagye
was a block and tackle with one end attached to the carriage and the other to the gunwale. In time of battle t
lashing was removed and when the gun was fired the recoil caused the gun to roll back on its roller across th
deck. The member the gun crew had to jump in front of the gun, swab it out and reload it from the muzzle.
The crew then used the block and tackle to urn the gun up to the porfiforge This impressed me as a
highly dangerous business, especially in rough weather

There were some narrow stairs or ladders leading down to the next deck which was called the gun de«
The upper deck, which was also the ceiling of the |laeek,was supported by huge beams about ten by
twelve inches deep in cross sections runnigrgss the width of thehip. A person of even less than average
height would have to stoop to walk under these beams. This decksoasgeéd withcannon like thene
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above and secured in the same manirenrdinary times it must have been rather dimthis deck and during

battle with the smoke of the guns it must have been dark. Hanging from the beams were some candle powel
| anterns call ed A b aofthelvisitor$ am that day in $930athe shipavas lightedeby s a k e
electricity fram the generators on the towing ship. The gun crews slept on hammocks slung between the gun:
| was impressed by the thought that in case of disaster the men below decks would have little or no chance o
escape.

On the third deck were the livingquager of t he c¢crew, the hospital a
though it may have been on one of the other decks, perhaps even lower. One of the lower decks was the po
magazine and they told us that in time of battle a soaked blanket was hung over tohgydexent a spark from
causing an explosion and an armed marine was stationed at the door to allow only authorized personnel to e
the magazine. @i aut hori zed personnel 0 consisted of boys
mo n k e y sedjob wds tmarry powdein leather buckets to the gun crews. In 1930 there were wax figures
of marines and sailors in the uniforms of the ea
about the size of a No. 3 wash tub but onlyulsix or eight inches deep.cannotrecall seeing thgalley
(kitchen) or any of the mess gear, but | am sure tiasthave been there.

The latest information that | have is that the restored Constitution can still be seen at the Charleston
(BostonNaval Yard and that the Louisiana Pine deckirt
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NEWPORT DAYS RECALLE D

The Dequincy area, including south Beauregard parish, is full of people who know faabnatéhe
operations of the old Newport plant which operated in DeQuincy between the years of the early twenties and
late fifties. This memoir will be based solely on my experience of three months duration during the summer c
1944 while | served as sort of relief scale operator and clerk in the office of Woods Superintendent R.L.
Douglass and his First Assistant, Carroll Cole, Sr.

Due to the war time demand for naval stores products (I seem to recall that Newport was classified as
sixty-five perent war essential) and with the shortage of labor Newport was making some changes in the
method of tedding out the stumps and sorting them. Since the first, stump contractors had used dynamite to
blast out the stumps and on each truck there were uswallyen, the truck owner (contractor) and his
Ashooter. o Most of these men were independent c
and hours of wor k. There were however, a few fAc
empbyees of the company. This was to be an important issue when the plant was unionized. Under this sys
stumps that were considered too small or not rich enough in resin to be worth drilling or worth a charge of
dynamite were bypassed.

Sometimes durig this period Newport began using the bull dozer system of getting out the stumps.
Two caterpillar type tractors were bought and the Letour@esmpanydeveloped a huge steel fork which was
attached to the front of the tractor and with this machinethengt s wer e | i terall g Ar o
was the phrase for it, | believe. This system made it profitable to extract stumps which would have been
ignored under the old system. Indeed, some land that had been shot over was reworked with théomachine
such an extent that the land was relatively free of stumps and could be cultivated without much trouble. Due
the high price of stumps and the new system land owners began to come to the office wanting to contract the
stumps immediately. This calihot always be done as Newport could not use the stumps that fast, a
circumstance which probably contributed to the building of the Newport plant at Oakdale and the establishme
of the Crosby plant at DeRidder. During this summer a Texas man who ommedist moving machinery
wanted to try using the common bl ade type bull d
might try it at his own risk, but that he (Mr. Douglass) did not think it would work. It did not and the man
moved on® other work.

The dynamiting system was still in wide use since the two dozers could not get out enough stumps an
were still in the experimental stage anyhow.

From my standpoint one of the more enjoyable features of the summer was getting to know and
associate with people that ordinarily I might not have known at all or at best only casually. One of them was
one of the older contractors, Mr. Eli Drake. After his truck had been weighed and was being unloaded Mr.
Drake liked to come by the scale hoasel visit. One day he told me that he was getting too old for the hard,
rough and dirty work of hauling stumps and that as soon as the war was over he was going to retire. Within
few weeks he was killed in some sort of blasting accident out n thehjibd waking his contribution to the
Awar effort. o

Another operation that was changed was the method of unloading and stacking the stumps. Under th
old system the trucks were unloaded by hand, the wood stacked in long rows like cord wood, thenaetoaded
trucks and hauled to the conveyor chain which to
of chips, into the plant for distillationGetting the wood to the chain was under the supervision of Mr. Felix
McDonald who had a relighan, the late Mr. Custer Gimnick. Someone worked out a system which required
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less labor. A sort of chain network was laid over the bed of the truck and the wood stacked on the chains.
These chains terminated in a steel ring at the front and top atithkeldad of wood, then a tractor with a crane
was attached to the ring and the wood dragged from the rear of the truck. The tractor had a huge multiple
toothed claw at the end of the crane which picked up the wood and piled it into a huge pile suggedting
fashioned wood pile or hay stack. The same crane was used to reload the wood onto trucks to be hauled to
chain, or if the distance short the crane loaded the wood directly onto the chain.

Another change brought on by the war and the steppguatoduction at the plant was the use of more
feminine workers in the office. Two of them were Miss Fannie Sue Robinson, now Mrs. Heard of DeQuincy
High School faculty and Miss Jackie Nichols, in addition to Mrs. Grady Grimes who was a regular employee.
There may have been others but these are the ones | remember.

Ordinarily when a stump contractor needed to go to a certain tract of land in Louisiana Mr. Douglass o
Mr. Cole would give him the section, township, and range numbers and the cortoadtoiind the land
without much troubl e. I n the case of | arge | and
as Rice University land or Four C land. Not so in east Texasenhe old Spanish, Mexican, or Republic of
Texas head riglgystem was in use and in the deed the land would be described being in such and such a sur
bearing the name of the original grantee who might have been a soldier in the Texas Revolution of 1836, witt
no indication as to size, shape or location of &mellthat meant anything to a person not familiar with the
system. Raymond Pickering had an Ainterestingo
Hankamer land in east Texas. | overheard this report to Mr. Douglass and recalledehBatl Hankamer,
Jr., in Orange the previous summer. Mr. Douglass contacted Mr. Hankamer and arrangements were made t
help Raymond locate the land and he was able to continue the stumping operations.

If I had ignored the men who worked inside thenplais because | never was inside and have no

memories of it. Some of you who have the facts should write the story for the benefit of the younger ones wh
have no firsthand knowledge of the Newport plant and its operations.
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WHI T6 S CHM®REROOM SCHOOL, ATEXAS TEACHING MEMORY

Thesetting of this memoir goes back in time 48 years and in locale to Haskell County in west Texas.
Anyone under fifty years old who attended DeQuincy High Schoopfwsably heard the story, but there may
be a few older people who attended anfakhioned oneéoom school taught by one teacher and may recall
similar scenes from their own past.

The story begins in the spring of 1922 when the Sagerton, Tex. Scliveli@acher school at that
time, where | was teaching my first year, closed at the end of March due to lack of funds.

Some twelve or fifteen miles southeast of the town of Haskell, out in the farm and ranch country, was
t he communi ty ©he sakivdandodns frar@ehbaildireglwhich was the schaddo served as a
church on weekends and for any other type of community gathering. The building sat beside a graded dirt ro
surrounded by pasture land. There was no sort of entrance way or leegtibuhe front and only door opened
directly to the outside.

Across the road was the farm of the Walter Haley family which consisted of Mr. and Mrs. Haley and
their small son, who was about seven years old, his name | have forgotten. Down the ubachalianile
was the Whit Wi lliams place. The origin of the
stood on Mr. Williamsd | and.

These were good, substantial farms, but for some reason the nearest mailbox and telephone were abc
two miles across the fields and pasture from the school and the only way to reach them was to walk as far as
was concerned. The Haley family boarded the teacher, three good substantial meals and a bed in the front
bedroom, for thirty dollars a month.

Thehree Trustees of the Whitds Chapel Common S
of 1921 to operate the school for six months; paying the teacher one hundred fifty dollars a month with a few
dollars left over for other expenses. A young l&ddyn Haskell was employed in the fall of 1921 to teach the
six months term. At the end of the fifth month she, for some reason, decided that she had had enough and
resigned. The Trustees asked Mrs. Ed Robertson, the county superintendent to finer aaeachplete the
term and since | was unemployed, due to the clasifg t he Sagerton school, was

Someone drove me from Haskell to the Haley home on a Sunday afternoon before | was due to start
teaching the next morning. Onetbé Trustees showed me the large storm cellar back of the school building
and told me that it would be my responsibility to watch the weather and if it looked as if a tornado might be
likely I was to take the pupils down into the cellar.

For those unfarhar with that part of the country let me say that practically every farm and small town
home had and still has a storm cellar or storm house. | mentioned my instructions from the Trustees to some
my students and one of the older boys spoke up addhstithere were rattlesnakes in the cellar and that he
would take his chances with the weather. |took his word about the snakes and fortunately there were no sto
clouds sighted and | did not have to find out about the snakes the hard way.

In the Hdey pasture was a rather large pond (tank in Texas) which we and the Haley cattle shared as «
source of drinking water, as did the Haley family. Out from the dam which formed the tank was a sort of sma
wharf extending out over the deepest water, whiak several feet deep, and when recess time came one of the
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older boys would take the school water bucket over to the tank, walk out onto the wharf and dip up the water,
being careful not to disturb any cattle who might be standing in the shallow waker othér side of the tank.

This tank water was considered better than th
in the well water. No one was ever made ill that | ever heard of from drinking tank water, and the late Dr.
WalterPrescott Webb of the University of Texas was of the opinion that the hot sun shining on the surface of
the water probably sterilized it.

Our garbage disposal system was automatic. The tveggity students, ranging from about seven years
old to about siteen, were distributeflom the first to the ninth grades except there was no one in the sixth
grade. They all walked to school and brought their lunches, which they ate sitting under the shade of the
mesquite trees, leaving their scraps on the ground. | have since assantled tieighborhood dogs, the cattle
or perhaps coyotes ate them. At least they disappeared.

| was expected to teach about thirty classes per day with usually three or four students in each class a
class periods fifteen or twenty minutes long. Edab<in turn came up to the front of the room and sat on a
|l ong fAirecitationo bench.

My former students at Starks or DeQuincy who were in any of my history classes can readily foresee
what happened. If | were teaching a class in history or geograplgd gaterested in it that before | realized it
| had used up that period and perhaps the next two or three periods in which | was supposed to have been
teaching arithmetic or English grammar.

Somehow we made it through and at the end of April when tbamgbleted my contract to teach one
month, the Trustees gave me a voucher for the mo
hauled me and my trunk back to my home in Haskell. | have never seen any of the wonderfully kind people ¢
Wh i CHael who were so charitable to a green young teacher from town trying to teaetoamrsehool.

This was the | ast ye awasophratdds byhhe ne¥lgeartit vas cofdolalatesl |
with the Howard School, a two teacher schoothmadjoining district.

Whitds Chapel warsomechoolsio HaskellCeunty.ast one
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BOSQUE VALLEY VISIT: TURN BACKWARD, OH Tl ME!
At old fashioned Christmas programs, a popular elooutiamber or reading contained these lines:

Turn backward, Oh
Time in thy flight

And make me a child
Again just for tonight.

A recent visit to a couple of central and north Texas county seat towns, where Mrs. Ratliff and | grew
up, demonstratethe futility of the sentences expressed in the poem, but like the adults at the Christmas partie
we experienced a nice, warm, nostalgic feeling which we enjoyed very much.

The first of several towns visited onthist@ray t r i p was dddome oRMetidiam, f f 6 s
Texas, in Bosque County in the heart of the Bosque River Valley. The Bosque Valley is a well defined valley
several miles wide, with steep escarpments on each side with the Bosque River flowing through it in a south
easterly directin until it joins with the Brazos near Waco. The little towns along the river and in the Valley
bear the names of China Springs, Valley Mills, Clifton, Walnut Springs, Meridian, Iredell and Hico.

One community that must not be overlooked, while not tyen the river and back in the hills a few
miles, is the old Norwegian settlement of Cranfills Gap. Settled well over a century ago by Norwegian
i mmi grants, it is noted for the red brick St. Ol
cemetery. The old grave markers have the dates and epitaphs in Norwegian, some in both Norwegian and
English, and later ones in English.

Meridian has just under a thousand population composed for the most part of families who have lived
there for severajenerations. The Baptist Church has a marker stating that the church was established in 185
which is also the date the town was founded.

Up in the Meridian cemetery on a high hill overlooking the river and town is the grave of Capt. T.C.
Alexander (824-1907) who in 1958 wrote Pres. James Buchanan that the local citizens had defeated the
Comanches in a decisive battled did not need the help of the Army. Down on the courthouse square is a
marker outlining the career of another local citizen, Gdiisgh Nelson, who died in Arkansas while serving in
the Confederate Army.

In 1907 the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, established a private academy which later became
Meridian Junior College. The college, due to changing condition and the neédremedack of proper
financial support was forced to close in 1927. Today all that remains of the college is a pair of concrete benc
that once flanked the entrance to the main building, a new memorial marker with a part of the original corner
stone imledded in it, and the memories of several hundred now aging men and women who attended it in the
youth.

To stand on the rim of the valley in the late afternoon and look across to the opposite rim with the towr
of Meridian centered around the public sguaith its native stone courthouse built in 1886, the homes
scattered among the oak trees, the cattle and the fields below and the river flowing along at the foot of the cli
of Bee Rock is an experience never to be forgotten.
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One of the most unforgeatble sounds is that of the melodious tones of the courthouse clock striking late
at night.

The Bosque Valley has been called the Switzerland of Texas.

The other town, Decatur is in the rocky hills of Wise County, and is very much like Meridian in some
respects except a little larger, but still not a city. Its most distinctive feature is the massive red granite
courthouse, also in the center of the public square, which architects say should stand for a thousand years. |
in 1895, it is the same BughCounty granite as the state capitol at Austin. Decatur is also the home of several
families whose roots go back to the cattle ranchingQivé War days. One fork of the old Chisholm Trall
originated in the county. On the east side of town stdr@sltl stone Waggoner mansion, built before 1900 by
Dan Waggoner, originator of the famous DDD brand and the modern Waggoner cattle and oil estate, one of t
largest in Texas.

Until 1965 Decatur was the site of Decatur Baptist College which claimestteelnldest junior college
in the world. Like most churebperated junior colleges locked in small towns, changing tastes in education
and competition with several nearstate schools made it no longer feasible to operate DBC, so it was move to
Dallas vhere it is still DBC, but Dallas instead of Decatur. An industry has taken over the campus, but the me
building has become a civic center and public auditorium.

People are often referred to as bei nBellFoidefgend
Decatur comes as near being that as anyone | know. She is a native of Decatur who began teaching the thir
grade in September of 1910 and never taught anywhere else until her retirement a few years ago. She is a
founding member ofthe OWIICu b, t he second ol dest womends study
charter members of the Decatur Chapter of the Eastern Star. She is the unofficial guide to all of the historica
and other interesting sites in Decatur and an enthusiastibareof the Wise County Historical Society.

Everyone in town knows Miss Bell as she walks over town to visit old friends and make new ones. If you are
between twentfive and seventy and grew up in Decatur and are not in condition to climb some hikepsd
dondét | ook up Miss Bell

Two other towns visited on this trip were Sagerton and Rule in Haskell County. Sagerton, where |
began teaching in 1921, is now a ghost town, due to changing farming and ranching methods. Gone are the
school, the bankhe drug store, the doctor, most of the business block which burned and were never rebuilt.
Still there is the old lumber yard and the brick Lutheran Church, where fifty years ago the Rev. Mr. Holm
conducted services in German. He was said to have lbe@emty man in Haskell County with a degree of
Master of Arts.

Rule is a bigger town, where | taught in 1928 but it has also lost ground. Where there were two
banks there is only one, where there were three doctors and one dentist there aré@@aasobodl is larger due
to consolidation with surrounding schools. While there | returned to a former student, Verna Cassle, now Mrs
Morris Neal, her Spanish and Economics notebook | have kept fordiaryears, always planning to return it
to her someme.

To the readers of this paper, pl ease forgive
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DECLARATION OF INDEP ENDENCE, FOURTH OF JULY

This week we shall again departcdumtmr y e hiir retmt
some of the things concerned with it in times past and the present. On the Fourth our country, The United
States of America, celebrated its one hundred and riaetth birthday; which is a long time in the age of a
person but alsrt time for the age of a nation

When the First Continental Congress assembl ed
1774 the members made it very clear that they were loyal subjects of King George 11l contending for their rigt
as Englshmen and any man who mentioned the subject of independence probably would have been shunnec
a dangerous radical.

By May 10, 1775, when the Second Continental Congress met, conditions had changed to such an ex
that there was more and more talkrafependence. Space does not permit the relating of these events and
conditions, but any good American history text book will do so. On June 6, 1776 Richard Henry Lee of
Virginia introduced a three part resolution; one part of which contained thesewordsT he s e uni t eoc

and of a right ought to be free and independent
and after much discussion the resolution was adopted on July 2, 1776. It was predicated at that time that Jul
secondvoul d be the national Dbirthday. When Leeds r

to put the resolution into writing; this committee was composed of Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Benjamin
Franklin, Roger Sherman and Robert Livingstovihat followed is familiar to anyone who has ever served on
such a committee; some said something |ike this
right with med .Anyhow, the Declaration, except for a few minor changes suggested Wifreard Adams, is

the work of Jefferson. The preliminary draft was submitted to Congress and adopted on July 4, 1776 which
date became our national birthday. The Declaration was read to the group outside the hall by Charles
Thompson, the Secretary oktilCongress. Mr. Thompson was so highly respected for his honesty and veracity
that in Philadelphia when a man wished to affirm
Thompson had said ito. T h e Udengecosserevimotprodueed thedparchimante r
official copy which is familiar to most school boys and girls today. It was not until August that the signatures
were affixed to this official copy and one man did not sign until 1781.

In the first draft of the Ddaration of Independence Mr. Jefferson listed as one afrtakenable rights
the right to own property, but he changed it to
inclusive as it can be made. No people on earth are or exeebban as free as modern Americans to indulge
in this pursuit of happiness and if any ndubts this let him read the history of this world both in ancient and
modern times. The pursuit of happiness should not be taken to mean the right to depriie@wnaytiteen of
his equal right to find happiness. The right to equal opportunity to make of himself all that is humanly possibl
in every field should be taken for granted, but not the right to destroy America in the process. Young people
born since Wdd War Il cannot realize the changes that have come about right here in southwest Louisiana
during their lifetime. The new opportunities for all people in the fields of political and civil rights, economic
and educational opportunity are almost unbeliévéd those of us who grew up in the first half of the twentieth
century.

Let us honor the month of July, Mr. Jefferson and his colleagues by studying, working to make his
immortal words of the Declaration a reality rather than an impractical ideal.
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